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(No date given.  Tape starts in middle of conversation.) 

 

BA: That was my practice.  That’s me on the floor. 

 

TM: So what’s goin’ on here? 

 

BA: Well, that’s a prolapse. 

 

??: Prolapsed uterus. 

 

BA: Everything comes out on the cow, and you have to put it back in. 

 

??: Oh, my! 

 

??: That’s 40 years ago. 

 

BA: And many times there’s straw and all that stuff on there, and they strain against 

you, and you have to give them a little anesthesia in the back. 

 

??: Is this you, here, Bill? 

 

??: Yup!  Mmmhmm.  I don’t think it looks like those are in order.   They were once. 

 

??: This is how I grew up.  This is what we did. 

 

BA: Well, this is still a prolapse. 

 

??: …. 

 

BA: But there’s a place, then, where I’m on my back, taking out little pigs. 

 

??: Yeah.  I – unfortunately, that’s in the other stack. 

 

TM: Oh, okay.  Maybe we’ll get that some other time. 

 

??: That’s sideways.  That’s injection in the back of anesthesia. 

 

BA: And the little pigs wouldn’t come out because they were either crossed up, or they 

were dead. 

 

??: Okay, that’s …. 

 



BA: I would lie on the floor, reach my hand up, and then you get the little pig – piglet. 

 

??: Daddy? 

 

BA: What? 

 

??: I’m sorry for interrupting, but these are three different procedures that are out of 

order.  How about if I reorder it?  I don’t know how that happened.  I’ll do that 

real quick.  It’ll make a lot more sense. 

 

??: …the piglets, anyway. 

 

??: Yeah.  So the piglets, they – now that’s not in this stack, but they were… 

 

??: No, I have ‘em all. 

 

BA: The sow would quit pushing, you know, so I had to go in and grab a leg, or 

something, and pull it out. 

 

TM: And how many were in the litter? 

 

BA: Oh, sometimes it could be – some of them had come out already.  It could be 

three or four. 

 

TM: Okay, and in this litter, all of them were in there? 

 

BA: If dead, they had to get them out.  And the farmer would also put straw down on 

the wet ground, so I always got wet.  They forgot to take the water out 

underneath, so when I was layin’ down, I could pull the pigs out, and what 

happened then?  Oh, then, if I got into trouble, I had a friend who was a surgeon 

at the University. 

 

TM: Mmmhmm. 

 

BA: He would come and put the pig to sleep, and then he would take out the little 

ones. 

 

TM: Mmmhmm. 

 

BA: Cesarean. 

 

TM: Right. 

 

BA: Yeah.  So I had myself covered.  And then, this other thing here is a prolapse. 

 

TM: Right.  The uterus comes out. 



 

BA: They push everything out because the calf was already out, and the opening was 

pretty big. 

 

TM: So, when the uterus comes out, and you’re putting it back in… 

 

BA: Put it back in! 

 

TM: Maybe this is too simple way to put it, but I mean, is it a simple sort of stuffing it 

back in there, or….? 

 

BA: Oh, no.  It was a fight to get it back in. 

 

TM: Sure. 

 

BA: Sometimes you’d had to clean off the straw and all that stuff. 

 

TM: Oh, of course. 

 

BA: But I found out if I put sugar on there, it would shrink it up. 

 

??: Really?  Hmmm.  I didn’t know that. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: And that’s after a calf was born  

 

BA: And then I get it back in there… 

 

??: Uterus would sometimes come out. 

 

BA: And … 

 

TM: Now, this putting sugar on the uterus – was that something that you’d read about?  

Did you… 

 

BA: Well, I don’t know. 

 

??: Figure it out … 

 

BA: …how I got that idea, but it worked, anyway. 

 

TM: Uh-huh. 

 

BA: And then – oh, and then the cow would eat anything, and then ruminate it 

afterwards.  Well, it would pick up screws and nails and… 



 

??: Okay. 

 

BA: Pieces of wire. 

 

??: Here.  Here. 

 

BA: …and it would be right close to the heart. 

 

??: I’ve got pictures of that. 

 

BA: Have ya? 

 

??: Yeah.  Here’s the prolapsed uterus in order – don’t get ‘em out of order.  And 

here’s the …hardware. 

 

BA: Look at it.  Isn’t it awful? 

 

??: It’s just so …. 

 

BA: It’s just a lot of ….to put that … 

 

??: Very bloody.  Are you okay? 

 

BA: And put water on that to clean off the straw and… 

 

??: …did for ‘em. 

 

??: Yeah, we …. 

 

??: No, they were just in town….on Park Street, so… 

 

??: But we did a lot of farm calls out in… 

 

??: Small animal… 

 

BA: It was an awful mess. 

 

??: It was always like that whenever Dad would come out for the horses. 

 

TM: Do you remember where this was? 

 

(Several background conversations) 

 

BA: Huh? 

 



TM: Do you remember where this was? 

 

BA: Where? 

 

TM: Yeah.  Whose farm it was? 

 

BA: No.  It was on a farm.  What’s that?  That’s the …? 

 

??: That’s injecting the ... 

 

BA: Let’s see the animal. 

 

??: Anesthetic or…? 

 

BA: Anesthetic.  Yeah, so it wouldn’t keep on pushin’.   

 

 And then…. 

 

TM: So, now, the contraption that he’s in – that’s what they would put them in for 

milking, anyway, so that works just as well when you were out there having to do 

a procedure, cuz it would retrain them? 

 

BA: Yeah.  I mean, a cow was pretty tough. 

 

TM: Yeah. 

 

BA: Well, anyway, they would pick up anything and ruminate afterwards, and then the 

nail or screw or whatever it was would be right near the heart, and I could pinch 

the back and it would flinch, and I then I knew that it was in there.  And the first 

procedure was to take the …on the side, and take all the ruminant contents out so 

I could get in there. 

 

TM: Okay.  So this is a cow that probably swallowed something, or – cuz you’re going 

in from the side, right to the stomach…? 

 

BA: Oh, and then we got magnets we put in so that it would save me from doin’ any 

surgery.  Every cow has a magnet now – it’s a cobalt nickel, and we used to go to 

the slaughter house and pick ‘em up again. 

 

TM: Right.  So the – you’d feed them the magnet, and then... 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: …and then it would pass through the stomach… 

 

BA:  ….swallow it, and… 



 

TM: And it collects all the stuff that…? 

 

BA: And I think every cow, now, has one in its stomach. 

 

TM: Yeah.  So that is – they don’t pass the magnet.  It’s when they’re slaughtered…? 

 

BA: No.  No.  No, when the animal was slaughtered, then we’d go and pick up the 

magnets at the slaughter house. 

 

TM: And there’d be bolts and nuts and screws stuck to it…? 

 

??: We’ve got pictures of that, here. 

 

??: Daddy? 

 

BA: What? 

 

??: How did you know when there was a hardware problem? 

 

BA: Well, I could pinch ’em on the back, and they’d just barely flinch. 

 

??: What do you mean?  Tell him what you mean. 

 

BA: I’d pinch them on the back. 

 

TM: Yeah. 

 

BA: And they would just barely flinch. 

 

TM: Yeah. 

 

BA: …because it hurt ‘em. 

 

??: But what were their symptoms? 

 

??: What were their symptoms, though? 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: What were their symptoms?  How did people…?  Why did people…? 

 

BA: Well, they weren’t eating, and so forth. 

 

??: Oh.  Okay.  Here’s a – this thing – incision - that you just saw, this is really hard 

to see, but this is the measurement of the incision… 



 

??: Uh-huh. 

 

??: And this is the measurement of the two screws that were in there.  That came 

from that cow.  And this must be another – this is another hardware problem.  

This is a different one, I think.  I can tell because of the farmer’s clothes. 

 

??: That looks like a cologne bottle, or something, that a cow swallowed. 

 

??: I was gonna say “look at that!”  That was an odd… 

 

??: I know. 

 

??: Why did cows swallow – why did they tend to swallow such strange things? 

 

BA: What? 

 

TM: Why did they tend to swallow and eat such…? 

 

BA: Well, that’s the habit of a cow.  It eats everything, and then it ruminates 

afterwards. 

 

TM: Mmmhmm. 

 

BA: Re-chews. 

 

TM: So were these things that probably fell into the – this nuts and bolts probably fell 

into the feed and then the cow ate it that way, or did the cow pick it up off the 

ground? 

 

BA: Many times, there were loose nails on the roof, and they would fall down out. 

 

??: Oh.  They were just in the hay… 

 

??: They would roll down into it… 

 

BA: And there was always grass around the barn. 

 

??: I think you are extremely handsome. 

 

(Chuckle) 

 

??: Look at that. 

 

??: You are also…. 

 



??: You look pretty tired in that one, too. 

 

??: Watering.  Concentrating……. 

 

BA: I should have got a rain suit, so I didn’t get wet. 

 

(Lots of background conversation) 

 

TM: Well, let’s kind of – we kind of jumped to the middle.  I’d like to move back to 

the beginning a little bit.  Go back to your sort of education and training.  So 

you…? 

 

BA: Well, I graduated from the Ohio State University in ’39, and I went to the Farm 

Campus, and they had a job there, so I took it for five years. 

 

??: Here. 

 

BA: So I worked around there, and then… 

 

TM: Was he working at University… 

 

BA: ….the Veterinarian School, I got an idea what was goin’ on. 

 

TM: So when you said you worked at the school for five years, that was at the 

University of Minnesota.  You got your degree at Ohio State, but then you worked 

at… 

 

BA: Yeah, got a masters at the University. 

 

??: Here’s his master’s degree thesis… 

 

??: Oh. 

 

??: And he has – there are nine …of publications that he wrote.  I think there’s a list 

of them there. 

 

BA: Oh, and …. 

 

TM: “The Art of Effective Chemoneumatic,” or no, “Chemotheraputic Agents Upon 

the Normal Bovine Memory ….” 

 

BA: There’s a story behind that because the company that made that stuff wanted me 

to fly down a cow.  Well, it was….but very irritating.  And when I was givin’ out 

the results, there were two people from the company that said, “Don’t print that!  

Don’t print that!”  Well, I mean, I… 

 



??: Because why?  The result was….? 

 

BA: Yeah.  Well, I mean, that’s lying, yeah. 

 

??: Cuz why?  The result weren’t good? 

 

BA: I suppose it was the bad results. 

 

??: Oh. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Daddy, I read last night that you had a state or federal grant to study mastitis… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: And you were working under that grant. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: So that’s what some of these results are from. 

 

BA: Mastitis was a very hard thing to work on. 

 

??: Can I say something else? 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Last night I found this.  This is a hundredth year legacy book of the Ohio State 

University, and I saw a picture of you in here from 1934. 

 

??: Oh. 

 

??: There.  Isn’t he cute? 

 

??: Yup! 

 

??: Did you see it? 

 

BA: No.  Well, it was interesting that I went to Ohio, because I worked with a 

veterinarian at the University of New Hampshire, and he said, “Go, go, go get 

your degree.”  Well, I was doin’ a lot of running, and I didn’t keep up my studies, 

and the official at the university says, “We don’t recommend you to go to get an 

advanced degree,” but then, I was on the Honor Roll twice, and I fooled ‘em. 

 



TM: Ah!  And so from New Hampshire, you went to Ohio, and you did your masters 

degree at Ohio, and then you went to the University and did a second masters or a 

PhD at the U? 

 

BA: One P, and then a masters. 

 

TM: Okay, so you have…? 

 

??: No, his PVM degree is from Ohio. 

 

BA: I have three degrees, now. 

 

??: His masters is from the University of Minnesota. 

 

??: He did his masters after his PVM. 

 

TM: Okay. 

 

??: Five years here. 

 

TM Okay.  And then so, five years at the University of Minnesota… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: And then from there you went to Anoka? 

 

BA: Yeah.   Well, five years was the limit because – because they said “It’s time for 

you to go someplace else.” 

 

TM: Uh-huh. 

 

BA: And they didn’t have much money, and the reason I got a masters is because they 

didn’t pay me very much. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

??: ….money to go to school. 

 

BA: And my wife, Ruth, was here a year before I came to Minnesota.  And it was 

interesting that I had no place to stay, so I stayed with her, and it didn’t look good 

when I stayed in the same apartment, and we weren’t married… 

 

??: Uh-huh. 

 

BA: So she says, “You better go to Stillwater and get a license.”  Well, I went there at 

four in the afternoon, I was too late, and they were closed up.  And they says, 



“You better start early in the morning.”  I had to wait three days, you know, and 

so I did… 

 

??: You took the bus, right? 

 

BA: Then we got married, and we went to Stillwater, and we found a minister in one 

of the churches, and he said, “We’ve gotta have a witness.”  So we found 

somebody that was walkin’ around and then this man – when the ceremony was 

started, this man started to cry.  He said, “I went through it 30 years ago.”  I said, 

“Who the hell’s wedding is this, anyway?”  

 

 So then I went down there by bus, and we came back by bus, and there was a 

small girl that I gave her my seat in the bus, and when she got off, I waved to her 

and she went like that. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

 That’s my wedding. 

 

??: Funny you remember. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

TM: Now, did you ever see the g[uy] – the person who served as a witness – did you 

ever see him again? 

 

BA: No.   

 

TM: That’s a pretty good story. 

 

BA: He was crying and… 

 

??: But they went to Stillwater because of the nepotism rules at the University.  They 

both worked at the University. 

 

BA: Oh, yes.  Two people that were related couldn’t work. 

 

TM: So you had to keep it quiet. 

 

BA: My wife had to get a job in Minneapolis, then. 

 

??: So she had to quit right after that. 

 

BA: At a… 

 

??: Children’s Protective Society. 



 

BA: …Protective Society, yeah. 

 

TM: And then, so, did – from there, you started living in Anoka?  After the mar…were 

you…? 

 

BA: Well, then I had trouble finding a place to live.  I was here.  I was testing cattle, 

and she was born in New Jersey. 

 

??: Yeah, well, you went back to New Jersey.  You should put that in there.  You 

were in New Jersey for a year.  I was born in… 

 

BA: I was there for one year because I was keeping the job open for somebody who 

was in the service. 

 

??: You were called the State – you were called the Veterinary Pathologist for the 

State of New Jersey. 

 

BA: Yeah.  Yeah. 

 

TM: And per…that other person that was serving in the war at the time, or…? 

 

??: Right. 

 

TM: Okay. 

 

??: He tried to volunteer for the war, but was turned down.  He was a little too old, so 

he volun….through the University, you went to New Jersey to replace someone 

else who did go to war. 

 

BA: Yeah.  Then when I – when I went to the University, I had no place to stay.  And 

the old veterinarian was Erickson, and he belonged to some Elks, or something.  

He said if I wanted help, he wouldn’t help me. 

 

??: Mmmhmm. 

 

BA: Well, that’s a bad thing to say. 

 

??: Makes you want to join, doesn’t it? 

 

??: Yeah, really. 

 

??: He came back here and lived in the Jackson Hotel. 

 



BA: And so, well, he’d go to a farm and roll down the window, and says, “Call the 

dead animal wagon!”  That was the extent of it, so I had to do a lot of learning 

myself. 

 

TM: A lot of what? 

 

BA: Learning! 

 

TM: Oh, learning.  Okay. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: So you were staying at the Jackson Hotel for awhile, and you were advertising… 

 

BA: I stayed in a hotel while I was goin’ out with somebody who lined up these cattle 

for testing – I think it was Bangs disease, and they had tuberculosis, also.  But we 

finally did get a place to stay.  Where was that?  That was right near the river. 

 

??: Dr. Eric – Dr. Thomas. 

 

BA: Thomas, yeah.  And we stayed in a – what was that? 

 

??: It was an ice house. 

 

TM: Ice house?  Mmm! 

 

BA: And they were burning coal, and the coal always got dirty. 

 

??: You did not have a toilet or running water. 

 

BA: Hmmm? 

 

??: You did not have an indoor toilet or running water. 

 

BA: No, no.  The kids had to go to the river to get a bath. 

 

TM: Mmmhmm.   

 

BA: So these were tough times. 

 

TM: Yeah. 

 

??: Mom said she’d filled up a tub and let it sit out in the sun to warm up, and then 

she gave them a bath. 

 

BA: Yeah. 



 

??: That was my brother and me, cuz he’s a year and a half older than I am. 

 

TM: So this is in the mid-1940s, then, that we’re talking about? 

 

BA: Hmm? 

 

TM: When was this?  The mid-1940s? 

 

??: I was born in ’45. 

 

BA: I was born in – I mean, I graduated in ’39 and it’s be ’46 – ’45. 

 

??: In December of ’45, there’s an ad in the Anoka Union.  The ad for looking for 

housing and also your veterinary practice out of the Jackson Hotel. 

 

??: And I was born in ’49, and three months after I was born, then we moved to the 

house in Park Street that he lived in ever since.  So there were there at least till 

’49, because I was born there. 

 

??: Mmmhmm. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Or in the hospital, but they were living there. 

 

TM: So the advertisement that you put out that you were offering your services, who – 

was it mainly farmers that were calling on – upon you? 

 

BA: Oh, yeah. 

 

TM: And… 

 

BA: Well, we had to do a State testing, and also one man would line up the herd, and 

then I’d go in and test those cows.  And that was before I – and then I did a little 

practice in the hotel, and Ruth was a bird watcher.  She had diabetes, what?  

Thirty eight years?  And she went all over the world… 

 

TM: Mmmhmm. 

 

BA: Even though she was a diabetic. 

 

??: And she got it right after Julie was born, so it was longer than 38 years. 

 

BA: Yeah.  And then …. 

 



 

TM: I’m sorry, so Ruth was your wife, or is your wife? 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: Yes. 

 

TM: Okay.  I didn’t – I didn’t know that Ruth was – I didn’t know the name of your 

wife, Ruth.  Sorry. 

 

BA: So then she would take a lot of trips, and then she always hoped that I would be 

on a trip when she was on a trip, so I wouldn’t be lonely.  Well, I wasn’t lonely.  I 

was always running and working.  And I didn’t start running until I was 56 years 

old. 

 

TM: Mmmhmm. 

 

BA: Thirty four years later, I was in college.  I gained about 25 pounds, and I figured 

somethin’s gotta give, because I had stomach ache for four days, and I know it 

was healthy because I’d been in the hospital for ulcers and… 

 

TM: Yeah. 

 

BA: So then I started running in the spring, and in the fall, we – the cross country team 

was running a race in a cemetery. 

 

??: High school. 

 

TM: Uh-huh. 

 

BA: So I just joined in for the fun of it, and the coach said I was six – I was sixth 

place.  He said I could be an alternate on the team. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

TM: Well, you didn’t feel like going back to English class and going to the lunch hall, 

either, I suppose.  So, what was some of the - when you were – early on, you were 

doing State testing on the cattle.  What were you testing for? 

 

BA: Tuberculosis and Bang’s disease. 

 

TM: Okay.  And that was if a dairy farmer or a cattle farmer had to have that 

certification to…? 

 

BA: Diary farmer. 

 



TM: Had to have that certification to…? 

 

BA: Yeah, I had to travel with the guy that set up the herds. 

 

TM: And how far would you travel?  What was your sort of covered here? 

 

BA: I think I went just out of Cambridge. 

 

TM: Okay. 

 

BA: And… 

 

??: Cambridge, Rodgers,  

 

BA: Hmm? 

 

??: Rodgers. 

 

BA: Rodgers. 

 

??: East Lino Lakes. 

 

BA: Lino Lakes.  Yeah, I went everywhere. 

 

(Conversation in background) 

 

TM: Probably about a 30-40 mile…? 

 

BA: Hmm? 

 

TM: Probably about a 30 or 40 mile radius? 

 

BA: Yeah.  Yeah.   

 

TM: Was that the most common thing you were doing? 

 

BA: Well, that’s the only thing that it was then. 

 

TM: Okay. 

 

BA: Yeah, until I got my practice started. 

 

TM: So once you got the practice going, what would somebody call you out for? 

 

BA: What was I called out for? 

 



TM: Yeah, what would a farmer call you out for when you were in practice? 

 

?? Prolapse. 

 

BA: Prolapse, and … 

 

TM: The nuts and the bolts? 

 

BA: And delivering pigs. 

 

??: De-horning. 

 

BA: What was that? 

 

??: De-horning. 

 

BA: De-horning, yeah.  I used use Novocaine, and then cut the horns off.  And… 

 

TM: Were there some farmers that would do some of that on their own, and they would 

only call you in when they couldn’t handle it, or did it depend on the farmer? 

 

BA: Well, some farmers do their own, but they just had a chute.  Put the cow in there 

and then cut it off without any anesthesia. 

 

TM: Uh-huh. 

 

BA: So I was more humane than they were. 

 

TM: Yeah. 

 

??: Vaccinations.  You’d vaccinate herds. 

 

BA: Hmm? 

 

??: You vaccinated herds.  That was part of your work. 

 

BA: Oh, yeah.  Sure. 

 

??: Cow calving; cows having trouble caving. 

 

BA: Hmm? 

 

??: Some cows had trouble calving.  They’d call you for that. 

 

BA: Oh, yeah.  The biggest problem was a prolapse and the pigs. 

 



TM: Okay, and so a prolapse, obviously – I would assume the farmer didn’t know that 

the cow was gonna have a prolapse until it was birthing the calf, right? 

 

BA: That’s right. 

 

TM: So would that have…? 

 

BA: …the cow would keep on straining, and all the insides would come out. 

 

TM: And so…? 

 

BA: The sooner I got there, the better, because, you know, it would swell. 

 

TM: Cuz they were probably – I’m guess, but maybe I’m wrong – was the farmer most 

likely birthing – you know, helping, assisting the calf on their own, and then they 

would call you once the emergency sort of came up? 

 

BA: Yeah.  Yeah.   

 

??: Or the calf got stuck sometimes. 

 

??: Yeah, a lot of times he had to help with the calving.  Turn the calf, or something. 

 

TM: So you pretty much – I mean, a big part of it was sitting around to answer the 

phone. 

 

BA: Oh, I went in a hurry, yeah. 

 

TM: Yeah. 

 

BA: And, of course, I was young, then, and strong in those days, but sometimes that 

prolapse was tough, you know.  It was ballooned out, cuz I would shrink it.  I 

found out that sugar would do the trick. 

 

??: Daddy?  I’m sorry. 

 

TM: No, go ahead. 

 

??: I remember your saying that – um, that you didn’t have any other way of getting 

the calls, so after you’d make a farm call, you’d come back to the house, and 

mom would tell you that somebody called, and then you’d have to go back… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Because of the different drugs, or something. 

 



BA: Yeah.  I didn’t have a cell phone or anything. 

 

??: No.  But you did a lot of driving around just… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: And then maybe you just go back from Cambridge, and she got a call that there 

was an emergency in Cambridge, and you’d have to go right back out. 

 

BA: Oh, and then I had problems, too.  I had emergencies 30 miles apart.  I took this 

emergency, and then I drove to the other one, but the road was gravely, and turn, 

and I remember, I flipped twice.  Nothing had happened, but if I flipped once 

more, I’m gonna get it, so I got some glass in my butt. 

 

TM: Still, from that accident? 

 

BA: Yeah.   

 

??: No, …. 

 

TM: I remember that, now.  Yeah.  Not still, but…. 

 

BA: I mean, I thought ….All the glass broke in the car, and I had a… 

 

??: All your drugs. 

 

TM: So did you…? 

 

BA: I’d get out of the car… 

 

TM: Did you have – were you driving around in a car?  Did you have a truck with a lot 

of your equipment on it, or…? 

 

BA: No, I had a passenger car.  I rented a car. 

 

??: It was leased. 

 

TM: Oh, okay. 

 

??: He leased a car. 

 

BA: I had a big van where I could put everything in there. 

 

??: And you’d take the back seat out, and then fill it with all your drugs or supplies 

and equipment. 

 



BA: Yeah. 

 

??: That he made the equipment and supplies. 

 

TM: Well, now… 

 

BA: Those were the good old days. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

TM: Speaking about equipment, you donated to the Historical Society a couple of 

weeks ago, your examination table. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: That was what you kept in the house.  The operating table. 

 

BA: That cost me $13.00. 

 

TM: Thirteen dollars.  Cuz you designed it and built it. 

 

BA: I knew a carpenter who was retired, and he helped me, and it was kind unique, 

because I could flip it up and down, and I spayed dogs on that table. 

 

TM: Was that a design that you came up with, or did you copy from somebody? 

 

BA: Yeah.  Yeah.  I helped him, and then for cats, they were all so mean, that I 

devised a box, and I could put the squeeze on it and squeeze the cat right up to the 

opening here, and I could give it anesthesia before they came to; before they bit 

me. 

 

TM: Uh-huh. 

 

??: …. 

 

BA: And I gave that to the Veterinary Society. 

 

??: No, wasn’t it the college? 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: You gave it to the College of Veterinary Medicine at the University for their… 

 

BA: Memorabilia.  Yeah. 

 



TM: I’m fascinated by this.  Are there any other tools or equipment that you designed 

or built? 

 

BA: Well, yeah. 

 

??: Daddy?  Your dog cages in your clinic. 

 

BA: Hmm? 

 

??: Your dog cages in your clinic you built. 

 

BA: Oh, yeah.  I had dog cages in the basement, and I just – it was just a cage and it 

had a fence around it so they couldn’t get out, and they could breathe. 

 

??: That was for recovery after surgery. 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: Those were for recovery after surgery… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: They might have stayed overnight, but he did…. 

 

BA: Well, while I was waiting for the people to take their animal home. 

 

??: So he had a small animal practice in the basement of his house in addition to the 

large animal practice. 

 

BA: Oh, and then my practice – I had large animals to start with, and then the farmers 

sold out to housing developments or… 

 

??: Corporate. 

 

BA: And then they either moved or they quit farming. 

 

TM: Uh-huh. 

 

BA: So then there were small animals, so then I had a recording machine in my 

basement, and when the recording was on, the people didn’t know whether I was 

running or working or what. 

 

??: Or fishing or golfing. 

 

BA: So that I’d just say, “I’ll call you when I get back.” 

 



TM: So at what point did you really start to notice a change in what you were doing as 

far as farm animals and then domestic pets?  I mean, when are we talking about 

that you saw a big change in…? 

 

BA: Was it 50 years ago? 

 

??: We don’t know, Daddy. 

 

TM: So then, I would assume that in the 1950’s you were still doing a lot of farm 

animals. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: In the ‘50s, you were doing a lot of large animals cuz I was riding with you a lot. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: I was born in ’45. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: And so, ….early… 

 

??: I remember your saying that when you started practice in Anoka County, your 

business was 90% large animal, and I was a child when you said, and now it’s 

90% small animal. 

 

BA: Right. 

 

??: Maybe I was a teen. 

 

TM: So the 1960’s, then, we’re talking about? 

 

??: Probably. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: Okay. 

 

??: Yeah.  But a lot of farms became – that were purchased by large corporations, too. 

 

TM: Right. 

 

??: Just the small farmers started dying out. 

 



TM: And so it wasn’t so much – so you were almost – your change in business was 

almost ahead of the curve of the change in the farms, because when the farms 

became more corporate, you weren’t necessarily hired by those farms, any 

longer? 

 

BA: No. 

 

TM: Did they have their own vets that served them, or did they use somebody else, 

or…? 

 

BA: Well, there must have been somebody else, because I was away a lot. 

 

??: So, you’re saying that you didn’t work for the larger corporate farms when they 

bought the small farmers? 

 

BA: No, I didn’t.  No. 

 

??: That’s interesting. 

 

TM: Were there other – even going back to the – when you first came here in the late 

‘40s and in the 50’s, were there other veterinarians around?  And do you 

remember any of their names? 

 

BA: Well, I think there was one up in Corcoran, and… 

 

??: I thought you were the only one in Anoka County. 

 

BA: I was the only one for a long time, yeah. 

 

??: Erickson was only around for a couple of years, I think, after you got the…. 

 

TM: And did you ever work or hire other vets to, like, at certain times of the year? 

 

BA: No.  I was solo veterinarian all the time. 

 

TM: Wow! 

 

??: And you did county emergency duty all that time, too. 

 

??: Christmas, Thanksgiving – we always had emergencies. 

 

??: There’s a thing in our house – I mean, no one wanted to answer the phone, first of 

all, cuz we didn’t have – we, kids, didn’t have our separate, private phone until 

we were teens, but I mean, every time the phone rang, everybody would say, 

“You get it, you get it!” 

 



(Chuckle) 

 

 And it was always an emergency, and I remember mom saying, “Every time we 

sit down to supper,” and we always ate supper as a family, and the phone would 

ring and you would leave. 

 

??: Yeah.  He learned to eat very fast. 

 

TM: I’m sure.  And maybe even take it with him in the car, too. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

??: And people call at midnight and say they’re having a problem, and you’d say, 

“How long have you been having the problem?  This emergency.” And they’d 

say, “Oh, four days!” 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: But now it can’t wait any longer. 

 

BA: …maybe because they didn’t call me right away. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

BA: When they knew they couldn’t do anything about it, then they’d call me. 

 

TM: So, now, of course, when I say that you didn’t hire anybody, I know that that’s 

true, technically, but you brought the kids along a lot to help out. 

 

BA: Well, now, they have three or four vets in every clinic, so one man always had a 

chance to get away. 

 

TM: Yeah. 

 

??: And rotating emergency duty.  But, Daddy, what he was asking about is your 

using us as your unpaid assistants. 

 

BA: Oh. 

 

??: Rather than having employees. 

 

TM: So you brought the daughters, and you have one brother? 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

BA: Get me some water? 



 

??: Okay. 

 

??: And we used to get paid fifty cents an hour for answering the phone. 

 

TM: Oh, alright. 

 

??: You did?  I never did! 

 

(Laughter) 

 

??: I must have demanded the price. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

??: Well, you know part of us going along on phone calls when we were little – 

sometimes my mom would be gone, or she was sick.  It was almost a babysitting 

duty that he would take us with, and you know, times have changed so much 

since then, I can’t imagine going to work with your dad when he’d doing things 

like that. 

 

??: I’m very grateful.  I’m very grateful.  Yeah, memories that… 

 

??: Yeah, we learned a lot, but part of it was just being there.  So that I think mom 

decided before she died that she resented the fact that you were either on farm 

calls or fishing or bowling or golfing or hunting, and she felt that you didn’t spend 

enough time with us, but I don’t feel that way, because I feel I’ve spent a lot of 

time with you, including farm calls. 

 

BA: Oh. 

 

??: We did a lot of things together.  I don’t feel that you didn’t spend time with me. 

 

TM: So when did you retire from the practice? 

 

??: You were 88. 

 

BA: …was 80…. 

 

??: I thought you were 88. 

 

BA: Eighty eight. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

TM: And so that was eight years ago? 



 

BA: (No audible response). 

 

TM: Wow!  I thought – I didn’t realize it was that recently. 

 

??: Chris, did he retire when he was 88? 

 

??: Um, yes.  He just didn’t renew his license; that’s all it was. 

 

??: It cost $300 to renew the license, and he decided it wasn’t gonna be worth it. 

 

TM: Uh-huh.  And this is a question I’m sort of curious about and I don’t know if it’s 

an improper question to ask, but I’m curious about the income versus – that you 

had received from pets, cats and dogs, that your practice became to when you 

were working primarily on farm animals.  Was it more lucrative for you then? 

 

BA: Well, everybody said I was cheaper than everybody else, so, I don’t know what I 

charged. 

 

??: But he’s asking if you made more money with small animals or large animals, or 

no difference. 

 

TM: Was – yeah, did it matter – did it affect your income when the nature of your 

practice changed? 

 

BA: I don’t think it made much difference. 

 

TM: Okay. 

 

??: But there were a lot of people who didn’t have money, and you would take 

produce or eggs or, I mean, it was a barter system, too. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Or waited for your money. 

 

??: Yeah, that, too, but farming – farmers were poor a lot of times. 

 

BA: Right now, I have a hole in my heart. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

BA: So the blood, instead of going this way, it goes this way, and I can’t exert myself 

too much. 

 

TM: Mmmhmm. 



 

??: What are you thinking your practicing till you’re 88?  Is that why you thought of 

that? 

 

BA: It was after that, I think. 

 

??: No, I’m asking what made you think of that? 

 

BA: What? 

 

??: What you just said. 

 

BA: Oh. 

 

??: It’s not related to your practice.  Why did you just say you have a hole in your 

heart? 

 

BA: Cuz I’m a little dizzy, already. 

 

??: Oh, oh, oh……. 

 

??: Oh, I’m glad you’re drinking.  I’ll get you some more water. 

 

TM: Well, I’ve really enjoyed this.  I mean, is there anything else that you want to 

share about the practice, or that you would like to tell us about? 

 

BA: Oh…. 

 

??: He didn’t do much work on horses, ever, did you? 

 

TM: Really? 

 

??: What problems did horses have? 

 

BA: Oh, I didn’t like horses. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

 They could kick!  Well, I was a veterinarian for the county fair. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

BA: The horses were lined up like that, and I just looked to see if they had a runny 

nose.  One of them came and bit me, and tore my shirt right on….and I don’t 

know why a horse would do that to me. 

 



??: You didn’t like …. 

 

BA: I didn’t touch him, or anything, and it was just a mean horse, I think. 

 

??: You were the official veterinarian for the fair for many years, weren’t you? 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: I remember you used to go over there every day and check on all the animals. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Daddy, I think they might be interested in… 

 

??: …. 

 

??: I think they might be interested in hearing more about the acrobatic surgery out in 

the fields. 

 

TM: Yeah, let’s talk about that. 

 

??: And he was really hurt a lot. 

 

TM: Really?  I can imagine getting a cow twisted in some position and then you have 

to get into a different position. (Chuckle). 

 

??: And if they weren’t in the barn, in the stanchion, you know, you had to figure out 

a way to…. 

 

BA: Well, yeah.  They – I always made sure that the animal was de-horned, because 

those hurt. 

 

??: So what kind of – what kinds of things – surgery, for example, did you do out in 

the field if they couldn’t get the cow in? 

 

BA: De-horning and…Oh, and then, there was one place where somebody had a deer, 

and the dead young was hanging out, and they wanted me to finish the job.  Well, 

I went in then, and I says, “I can’t catch that thing.  You better catch it for me.”  It 

took four people to put it down so that I could pull out that dead foal. 

 

??: Was that someone’s pet on somebody’s farm?  The deer? 

 

BA: Yeah, somebody’s farm.  They had a pet deer there. 

 

??: My memory is that you worked on about every kind of animal. 

 



BA: Oh, yeah. 

 

??: Like pigs, sheep, cows, horses, goats.  And then just about – in his practice in the 

basement of his house with small animals, I remember a number of dogs coming 

in with fish hooks in their mouths, or they’d been shot, you know, hunting or 

fishing, they end up being the victims of that kind of thing. 

 

??: Do you remember when you met….., our neighbor at our old house, and she said, 

“Oh, you saved my dog!” and you said, “….live?” 

 

(Laughter) 

 

??: That was so funny. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: But in our house, there was just always somebody there.  My mom used to say, “I 

can’t even go out and hang clothes in my slip-ons, because there’s always gonna 

be somebody drivin’ in and…” 

 

BA: I used to go to CUB, and there was always somebody that knew me, either from 

the veterinary practice or running. 

 

TM: Mmmhmm. 

 

??: You were very well known. 

 

BA: Very few people would know that I was a runner. 

 

TM: Well, that’s ….and somebody at the Historical Society was telling me that you 

would also take kids on fishing trips. 

 

BA: Oh, yeah. 

 

TM: What’s the story with that? 

 

BA: Well, I used to go on a fishing trip with Bob Shopper.  He was my best friend.  

And we started early because that was before the resort had boats, so we would 

both go by the Express. 

 

??: The bus. 

 

??: The bus to the Boundary Waters. 

 

??: The bus to Duluth, right? 

 



BA: Yeah.  And we’d go up to the end of the Gun Flint Trail and then we’d get a – 

rent a… 

 

??: Canoe. 

 

BA: Canoe, and then go out fishing.  And sometimes we’d get there kind of late, but 

we kept on going, because we could tell where the….was because we could hear 

the water running. 

 

TM: So how many kids would you take at a time? 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

TM: How many kids would you take at a time? 

 

??: He was asking about the kids you took; the boys. 

 

BA: Oh.  One time, we had 17 kids. 

 

TM: Wow!  (Whistle). 

 

BA: Well, my boy, and the rest of the crew – you know, the boys were growing up, 

and my brother, Eric, took three boys, I think, on a canoe trip, and they hadn’t 

been there – the people, and then I found a walleye hole.  We pulled out 54 

walleyes.  I realize nowadays, that’s some of the biggest….. 

 

??: Yeah.  The rules have changed. 

 

BA: And the kids were crying because the lines kept breaking, and they said, “How 

come you got such cheap line for us?”  And he had to answer for that, but… 

 

??: Daddy, Todd was asking about the kids you took… 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: He was asking about the kids you took whose fathers couldn’t go? 

 

BA: Well, I took Steve Smith.  His father was a polio victim. 

 

TM: Hmm. 

 

??: He was in a wheelchair. 

 

BA: I took him for 12 years.  And before his mother died, she wrote me a letter and 

says, “You made a man out of Steve.” 

 



??: I also saw a letter recently that he wrote to you, and he said that – he said that he’s 

carried on your legacy of helping young men, and he’s been taking his nephews 

and other kids who weren’t doing so well. 

 

BA: Yeah.  He’s taking other kids, too. 

 

??: Fishing.  And then, Mark Cutter, whose dad died. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: You took him – you took him on the Boundary Waters canoe trips. 

 

TM: (Coughing)  I’m sorry. 

 

??: I’m sorry. I didn’t think about it. 

 

TM: I have a dry throat, that’s all.  I’m sorry. 

 

BA: Dry….? 

 

TM: I’ve just got a dry throat, that’s all. 

 

BA: Oh. 

 

??: I can get you ice… 

 

TM: That’s okay. 

 

??: You’re familiar with the Cutter name and the Schmidt name as Anoka people, cuz 

this is all Anoka people we’re talking about here. 

 

BA: Oh, and then, these girls would ride with me, and I was always lookin’ for 

asparagus, you know, cuz I knew where it grew, and we’d pick asparagus stems 

and take ‘em back to the house. 

 

??: But while you were making wine, we also looked for elderberries and basswood 

and things like that. 

 

BA: Basswood.  I made basswood wine. 

 

??: Elderberry, too. 

 

BA: No, but basswood.  But I had to climb on top of a car to pick up the blossoms and 

it took a lot of blossoms to make a quart.  Nobody helped me, so then I finally 

quit that, but… 

 



??: We helped you. 

 

BA: The reason I did that is because we gave that to – we had bridge club, and the 

bridge winners would get the basswood wine.  It had a nice aroma.  And then I 

had four or five that would….it, so it was strong. 

 

??: I remember you made dandelion wine. 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: You made dandelion, raisin, rhubarb, basswood… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: And he doesn’t drink. 

 

BA: Basswood was my main… 

 

??: But, you know, it was like farm call was like a little nature hike.  It was a fantastic 

for us kids about the economic value of the farm animals… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: Did you grow up on a farm, yourself, or what got you interested in this in the first 

place? 

 

BA: I don’t know.  I was interested in everything. 

 

??: No, he didn’t.  

 

??: You were going into agriculture at first, right? 

 

BA: Yeah.  Oh, yeah.  I graduated in agriculture, and I was doing a lot of running.  Oh, 

and I’m a snow…, too.  Did you know that? 

 

TM: I did know this.   

 

BA: Well, in the fall, the coach told me to start snowshoeing.  He said, “No snow, but 

you can lift your legs in the woods, you know, or something.”  And then he sent a 

telegram and said, “A snowshoer’s sick.” 

 

??: Oh, yeah….. 

 

BA: Come to Lake Placid. 

 

??: Yeah. 



 

BA: So, I didn’t pay much attention, because I was ice fishing, and finally he sent me 

some money, so I figured he was serious, so I took a train and in Montreal, a 

conductor came to me with a telegram, he says, “It says from your coach that if 

you can’t make it by 3:00 a.m., turn back.” 

 

TM: Mmmhmm. 

 

BA: Well, I had sixty miles to go, so I took a bus 25 miles, and then I was stuck.  So 

then I hired a taxi.  Cost me 25 bucks!  And I got there five minutes to three.  

Nobody around.  And so I saw a sign that says, “Lake Placid Athletic Club,” so I 

went inside then saw a door going down the stairs, and there was a mattress down 

there, so I went to sleep, and when the caretaker came, I said, “Where’s the 

team?” and he says, “Well, they’re across the lake.” 

 

(Laughter) 

 

 This was in the wintertime, and then I got to where the team was, and the coach 

says, “Where you been?” and I says, “Where you been?”  I showed him the 

telegram, and he says, “Well, I meant 8:00 in the morning.  Have you had your 

breakfast?”  “No.”  “Too late.  Put on your snowshoes.  You’re racing.” 

 

??: I guess it worked. 

 

TM: … 

 

BA: So I got one point.  I got cleared for one point….tied for third place.  And they 

called me the “$25 point man!” 

 

(Laughter) 

 

??: That’s really funny. 

 

BA: Geeze, I had a lot of experiences! 

 

TM: So lets talk a little bit about some of your athletic accomplishments.  So you were 

- obviously in college, you were did track, and did you do any of the field events, 

or was it… 

 

BA: Oh, then, when I was about 56, I joined the …track team.  They just started up.  

They got a team – everybody would have some specialty on the track, and our 

first bidder was England, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, and Germany, and 

I ran all those countries, and some of them weren’t prepared for national running.  

And then they only went to Sydney, Melbourne, Australia, New Zealand, Hawaii, 

Canada, but we were only interested in records and medals.  I had paid my way all 

the way. 



 

??: Australia, New Zealand, Fiji.   

 

BA: Yeah, we went to Fiji, too.  And so – oh, and when I was 60, I was really fast.  

And I was in the shorter distances, and I always waited at the finish line for 

whoever was in my race, and congratulated them.  Well, I waited with somebody 

who I had lapped, already, and I waited for him, and he said, two years later, 

“That’s the nicest thing ever happened to him that I would wait for him.”  Well, 

he made me look good. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

TM: Did you family ever get to go on any of the international trips and see you run? 

 

BA: No.  Oh, and then I…. 

 

??: No, wait.  Wait.  Yeah.  Did you hear Todd’s question? 

 

BA: Yeah, did the family go. 

 

??: Well, we went to the Boston Marathon and Columbus, Missouri Marathon.  We 

didn’t go on the international trips. 

 

TM: Mmmhmm. 

 

BA: Oh, and then…. 

 

??: Cuz they were…. 

 

BA: I figured that, you know, that if you were an athlete, you were good in everything, 

so then I tried out for the bowling championship. 

 

TM: Uh-huh. 

 

BA: Did I tell you that? 

 

TM: No.  I mean, I knew that you bowled, but I don’t know the… 

 

BA: And when I tried out for it, they put me in with the women.  I’m not good enough 

to run with the men?  So then I put as much distance as I could between me and 

the women, and I…high school, and then they sent…to regional, and I came back 

a national champion. 

 

??: How old were you?  Do you remember? 

 

BA: No. 



 

??: Sixties, or something? 

 

BA: The years slip by. 

 

??: Were you in your sixties, or something like that? 

 

BA: Well, yeah.  I was in my sixties. 

 

??: Didn’t mom go with you on one or two of your international trips for the track 

field – the track and field team? 

 

BA: Hmm? 

 

??: Mom went with you, didn’t she, on some of the international trips? 

 

BA: I don’t think so.  She was on one of the trips.  She was… 

 

??: I thought she went with you one time. 

 

BA: She was always birding.  She was hoping that I would be some place when she 

was birding, but I wasn’t ever alone. 

 

??: Well, guess what.  She was glad when you left, too.  (Chuckle) 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: She was glad when you left, too.  Everybody needed time alone in their house. 

 

??: I think some of the interesting pieces of your life were when you were in Ohio 

State… 

 

BA: Oh. 

 

??: Going to school without anything at all. 

 

BA: When I went to Ohio State. 

 

??: A friend’s whose daughter came down. 

 

BA: Ohio State tuition was only $30, so I could afford that. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

BA: So – but I had to go five years because I had to repeat some of the courses that I’d 

already taken, and … 



 

??: Why? 

 

BA: Why? 

 

??: Oh, you took them in your agriculture program, you mean, and then you had to 

redo them? 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Oh. 

 

BA: And … 

 

??: Transferred to Ohio…. 

 

BA: It took me five years, and when I was at college, there, there was a man from – a 

student from Kentucky, who only had turnips to eat. 

 

TM: Uh-huh. 

 

BA: And he starved to death. 

 

TM: Wow! 

 

??: But where did you live? 

 

BA: Well, I lived in a – well, I lived several places.  I finally ended up in a clinic 

above the dogs. 

 

??: You lived in a chicken coop. 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: You lived in a chicken coop, you said. 

 

BA: Oh, yeah.  And I lived with a man who – a boy who – the chickens on one side 

and we lived on the other side, and we were near horses, and we got apples, and 

we would make apple butter.  And – but he developed tuberculosis, and he ended 

up in a sanitarium in New York for a whole year.  

 

??: Oh. 

 

BA: That’s before they had good antibiotics. 

 

??: Tell about the rest of the turnip story. 



 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: Tell the rest of the turnip story.  The guy died from malnutrition, and he had… 

 

BA: Yeah, malnutrition. 

 

??: Yeah, but tell the rest of the story about the faculty response. 

 

BA: Oh, then the faculty, every time they started a lecture, they’d say, “If you’re 

starving, let us know.” Whose gonna admit they’re starving?   And so one 

professor, who didn’t have any children, took me over, and I had a chance to eat 

one meal a day there. 

 

??: He gave you clothes, too, didn’t he? 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: He gave you clothes, too. 

 

BA: Yeah.  And they were too big for me, anyway, but I – and then I didn’t have any 

money to go to a show, and I walked by the movie theatre, and when I knew the 

second episode was coming, and I went home because I couldn’t afford the – 

well, I think it was only a quarter. 

 

??: Well, this was during the Depression… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Plus you came from a family in abject poverty. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: He used to tell us that he would not bring friends to his house because he was so 

ashamed of how poor they were, and you didn’t have a toilet inside, did you? 

 

BA: No.  Oh, I’m lucky to be here because my mother, with another girl, was sitting 

under a tree during a thunderstorm, and lightning came and hit her friend.  All 

they found were bits of hair, but I was saved. 

 

TM: … next to her? 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: That’s an amazing story! 

 



BA: So then my folks came from Finland, and they went to Maine because he worked 

in a stone quarry, and they were blasting there, and there were three of us – two 

boys and one girl, playing, and a rock came and hit this girl right on the head, and 

killed her, right next to me.  So I have a double life, or something. 

 

??: But you were close. 

 

TM: Well, you’ve certainly done something with …. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: With what you were given.  Well…. 

 

??: ….. 

 

TM: Go ahead. 

 

??: Daddy, look, here’s your high school yearbook I discovered. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: And here’s your beautiful picture, and I want to know where you got that suit.  

Did you borrow that suit, too? 

 

??: That’s from Concord High School. 

 

??: That’s from Concord High School. 

 

??: That’s the most…. 

 

??: Yeah, Concord High School. 

 

??: I’ve never seen that. 

 

BA: I was very – oh, when I was in school, I went in the pole vault, and I was very 

shy, and they called me, “Silence is Golden.” 

 

??: That’s your motto: Silence is golden. 

 

TM: Is that what it reads in there?  Or…? 

 

??: When – what did you say?  When… 

 

BA: Silence is golden. 

 

??: I know, but you said you were very shy when?  When you were pole vaulting? 



 

BA: No, I was a pole vaulter in college. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

BA: And….pole vault and two…. 

 

??: Yeah, but what does that have to do with “Silence is Golden?”  I thought you 

were connecting the two. 

 

BA: Well, I was very shy, too. 

 

??: Oh. 

 

??: “He is an artist, sportsman, and always goes out for manly exercise, excelling in 

the pole vault.  He intends to go to college.” 

 

TM: And then your quote says, “All must be earnest in a world like ours.” 

 

??: “All must be earnest in a world like ours.” 

 

??: But, I wonder if they picked their favorites quotes, or if the editor plopped that in. 

 

TM: Yeah, do you remember?  Did you pick this quote, or was it selected for you?  

The one here that says, “All must be earnest in a world like ours.”  Did you select 

that, or did they give that one for you? 

 

BA: I never saw that before. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

TM: I think – see, I just got right into it. 

 

??: ….quote as “Silence is golden.” 

 

BA: It was small print. 

 

??: Yeah.  I never saw this until you moved here.  I did not know you had your high 

school yearbook or your masters degree thesis. 

 

BA: …the film? 

 

??: No.  No. 

 

BA: Oh, in snowshoeing,  I was very fast, and I would… 

 



??: ………. 

 

TM: Yeah. 

 

??: …….into the house, and he knows ….. 

 

TM: So the house on Park – was it Park or Rice? 

 

??: Park. 

 

TM: You had your practice in there in the basement. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: And I assume that that neighborhood changed a lot from when you guys first 

moved in there. 

 

BA: Oh, yeah.  Oh, I had a bulkhead – that’s what they had in the east where they go 

from the outside to the basement, and so my client would come down that way.  

Sometimes they would come in the kitchen, and I’d say, “I’m not practicing in the 

kitchen.  It’s down the basement.” 

 

TM: Uh-huh. 

 

??: Todd has been to the house, so he knows – he picked up the operating table there, 

so he knows the bulkhead. 

 

BA: Oh. 

 

TM: And so the clients would come in through the cellar door on the back side? 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

TM: The clients would come in through the cellar door on the back side? 

 

BA: Yeah.  Yeah.  And go inside there. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

TM: And were there – were there other houses around when you moved in there? 

 

BA: Oh, there was a farm right next door.  They had cattle. 

 

??: Mr. Porter. 



 

BA: Porter. 

 

TM: Porter?  I’ll bet he was glad to see you move in. 

 

BA: Well, I don’t know.  He liked his liquor, too, so I don’t know. 

 

??: I forgot there was a farm there. 

 

??: Yeah, Porter’s farm, and then it was all fields… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: …across the other side of Park Street, down by the river,  I remember some corn 

or wheat or something. 

 

??: And there was sumacs bogs… 

 

??: Oh, really? 

 

??: Where Sorterbergs live now, back in there. 

 

??: Wow! 

 

??: And they were about a quarter of a mile from the Mississippi. 

 

BA: Yeah.  I was gonna tell you about the snowshoe race. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

??: He’s always back and forth. 

 

BA: I was training myself as a runner as long as I could when the other people get 

their second wind, and then they would slow down. 

 

TM: Uh-huh. 

 

BA: So, in one place, I - the coach was about 100 yards from the finish, and I came up 

to him and I stopped, and he says, “You alright?”   I says, “Yeah, I’m just waiting 

for these guys to catch up on me.” 

 

(Chuckle) 

 

??: I remember a story like that when you were running. 

 

BA: Yeah. 



 

??: It was a rabbit and hare story.  Do you remember that one? 

 

??: …any time trials, huh? 

 

??: Do you remember that one? 

 

BA: No. 

 

??: I remember hearing that story when you were a kid. 

 

??: You were waiting for them to catch up. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

??: So you weren’t trying to set any records that day. 

 

BA: No. 

 

??: Daddy,….? 

 

BA: Oh, and then in bowling – No, then I ran in Sweden, and they put me with the 

women again.  I says, “Jeepers, creepers, aren’t I good enough for the men?”  So I 

put as much distance as I could between me and the women, and I made a world’s 

record, and the Swedish announcer up in the booth said, “….will now run a 

victory lap.”  Well, I run around the lap, shaking my hand with everybody. 

 

TM: What event – do you remember what event that was? 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

TM: Do you remember what event that was?  What was the distance that you ran? 

 

BA: It was about 800 meters. 

 

TM: So how many – do you even know how many world records you’ve held? 

 

BA: I think it’s – would you say, ….? 

 

??: Well, I think it’s 31 world and national records, but some of them took 30 years to 

break ‘em, so 

 

BA: Oh, yes. 

 

??: Which  I think it was incredible. 

 



TM: Yeah.  Do you know, are any still standing? 

 

??: Are any still standing?  One was just broken last year, I think. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Or the year before. 

 

BA: Oh, yeah.  One time my coach came to the hospital, and he said, “I’ve got good 

news and bad news.”  He said, “The good news is I just broke two of your 

records.”  I says, “I don’t want to hear the bad news.” 

 

??: The bad news is they broke two of your records. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

??: I think that’s one thing that’s really interesting about you, is even when he’s 

setting world records, he had a running coach.  I mean, even when you were on 

the U.S. track or the cross country ski team, you had a ski coach. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: He has just always taken bowling lessons, golf lessons… 

 

BA: Always taking lessons. 

 

??: Always felt like there was more to learn, even when he’s at the top of his game.  

That’s unusual. 

 

BA: And then I skied with a couple.  Well, he was a University professor, and he 

wrote a book that says, “Live long, die fast.”  So I sent a letter to him to 

congratulate him, and the letter came back.  He evidently died already. 

 

??: Oh, maybe.  Or else he’s living long somewhere else. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Daddy, Todd was asking about the neighborhood where you lived when you first 

lived there. 

 

??: On Park Street? 

 

??: Yeah, Park Street.  And I remember growing up there.  We had a huge gravel pit 

in the back. 



BA: Yeah. 

 

??: A very large woods, and then behind that, a large gravel pit, and we used to play 

in the gravel pit a lot, but then, at some point in my childhood, the City came and 

put a fence in the middle of the woods to separate their property from the private 

property…… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Well, I didn’t know that about all the fields around.  I remember when all those 

houses were being built, but I can’t remember…..addition there, with that… 

 

??: Yeah, that’s right.  I remember that.  Hmmm.  Amazing. 

 

??: It was really country then. 

 

??: Mmmhmm. 

 

BA: I guess I was a pioneer. 

 

??: In many ways. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

TM: Well, I mean, if, you know, as you say, plus maybe the only vet in Anoka County 

at that time, probably…. 

 

??: …a long time. 

 

??: He would figure out how to do something.  You learn procedure, but you still 

have to do it on the job. 

 

BA: …. 

 

TM: Yeah, and there’s a big difference between cows and pigs.  I mean, in some ways 

doctors have it easy.  They’ve got, you know, just humans to work on, but vets 

have a whole variety of species to… 

 

BA: Oh, yeah.  Everybody has a specialty nowadays. 

 

??: Well, the other thing is, I think it’s pretty rare for people to start a solo private 

practice immediately out of school. 

 

BA: Yeah. 



 

??: Where you didn’t have anybody, really, to learn from for very long.  Do you 

know how long it was before – that you were the only person in Anoka County 

before somebody else moved in? 

 

BA: Oh, I think there were a couple of vets around, but they weren’t too close. 

 

??: Yeah.  But how long was it before somebody really came in close here in the 

county? 

 

BA: Don’t ask me.  Time, I don’t know. 

 

??: I know. 

 

??: I think it was over in Brooklyn Park or Champlin. 

 

??: Epping?  Epping? 

 

BA: …I think there was one in Corcoran. 

 

??: There was one for small animals. 

 

??: But there were a lot of – I mean, the – I mean, this is really dumb to say this, there 

were a lot of rural areas, but my mom and dad used to have a lot of dinner parties, 

and bridge parties, and you always got your meat.  They didn’t cook their meat.  

They always got their meat from Dan Laws, who…. 

 

TM: Oh, sure. 

 

??: Do you know him?  Of him?  He had – his ….. 

 

??: ………. 

 

??: He always had a large bar-b-que out in Ramsey, and Daddy always took us with 

him to get the meat. 

 

BA: … 

 

??: Which I thought was great. 

 

BA: Well, he cooked in his house…. 

 

??: Yeah.  And Dan Laws was just such a loving, wonderful person.  He always gave 

us sweet potato pie and fifty cents.  But I – what I remember is the coon dogs.  He 

used to go raccoon hunting out there. 

 



BA: Yeah. 

 

??: He was… 

 

BA: And then I used to go fishing with Derrick Cutter.  We’d go way up…there was 

somebody else on the lake, he said, “It’s too many people here,” so then we’d go 

someplace else. 

 

??: He flew the plane. 

 

TM: Who was…? 

 

??: Derrick Cutter.  He was a… 

 

BA: He was an attorney. 

 

??: He owned an abstract company downtown Anoka. 

 

TM: Okay. 

 

??: And it was their property that – they had 100 acres on the Mississippi, and it was 

right off Highway 10, and it was their property that became Cutter’s Grove, where 

all those condos and everything are. 

 

BA: Right.  Anyway, we they had a collapsible boat.  I didn’t go this time, but… 

 

??: What time? 

 

BA: Somebody else went with them, and they had a collapsible boat and every five 

minutes or so, a wind would come in from the Artic and blow, and tipped the boat 

over and they – there were Eskimos on the shore, but they wouldn’t swim, so 

Derrick Cutter – they found him.  He slit his rubber boot, trying to take it off… 

 

??: Mmm.   

 

??: Oh. 

 

BA: But he drowned up there. 

 

??: I think the thinking was he might have had a heart attack in the cold water. 

 

BA: I think he did because … 

 

??: The one year he didn’t go. 

 



BA: Because – the reason I didn’t go was because he says, “I have to learn how to 

handle that plane.” 

 

??: In case something happens to him. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: Wow! 

 

??: I wonder what year that was.  I mean, the kids, they were – what did they have?  

Five or six kids, actually.  Six Cutter kids. 

 

BA: I thought he had eleven. 

 

??: No, I don’t think so. 

 

??: You’re thinking of Jerry Wagner, maybe. 

 

??: Well, I remember… 

 

??: But they were all still high school, junior high age, and elementary age. 

 

??: I remember walking home from Franklin School, and I must have been in 

elementary school, and mom was taking a bath, and it was really hot and steamy 

in there, and I went in there to say “hi” to her, and she was crying.  And I said, 

“Why are you crying?”  And she said, “I just found out Derrick Cutter died.” 

 

BA: Oh. 

 

??: I used to walk home with Mi… Cutter, because she walked just a few blocks 

beyond me.  I remember that like it was yesterday. 

 

BA: Mmmhmm.  You’ve got a good memory. 

 

??: She does have a very good memory. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: That was a pretty poignant thing. 

 

??: You know, another thing I think that was really interesting, speaking of Dan Laws 

and the places you took us, and the things you exposed us to, for probably 

decades, you used to take – mom made Christmas dinner, and you used to take it 

out to Mr. Carpenter. 

 

BA: Yeah. 



 

??: Out in the – out in the “boonies,” ….. 

 

??: ….actually. 

 

??: Foley Boulevard was the “boonies” then.  It was a long ways away.   

 

??: And this was a man from – where was he from?  Boston? 

 

BA: New Hampshire. 

 

??: New Hampshire.  How did you find out about him?  Did he hire you to take care 

of his dogs?  He had a lot of dogs.  They were mean dogs. 

 

BA: Oh, I don’t know, but he – what did he do? 

 

??: He drank. 

 

??: He was the “black sheep” of his family. 

 

BA: Oh, Dan Laws had dogs, and he used the dogs to catch animals at night. 

 

??: Mr. Carpenter? 

 

BA: No. 

 

??: Oh, I was talkin’ about Mr. Carpenter… 

 

??: Okay. …keep up. 

 

BA: I think he was …from Mrs. Rollins. 

 

??: Mmm.  But I remember being scared to go out there, and I didn’t want to get out 

of the car cuz I was afraid of the dogs, and one of them bit me, didn’t it? 

 

??: Mmmhmm. 

 

??: And sometimes when we’d go there, and take his Christmas dinner, I mean, 

cookies and a chicken and mashed potatoes and gravy, and everything, year after 

year after year, sometimes when we’d go out there, he would be drunk.  And I’d 

be afraid. 

 

BA: He was – Carpenter? 

 

??: Yeah. 

 



BA: He was always drunk. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

BA: And he had liquor stashed up in his porch, and he – what did he do? 

 

??: I don’t know. 

 

BA: Oh, we always get some kind of a present at Christmastime.  A big box of 

chocolates or something. 

 

??: He’d get – he subscribed to Reader’s Digest for you for probably 20 years. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: And then he’d buy all of us girls five pound, red boxes of hearts – I mean, a red 

heart box full of chocolates for Valentine’s Day.  I mean, I didn’t know him.  We 

just took his Christmas dinner out him. 

 

BA: But then he found out that Ruth was diabetic, so then he didn’t give any 

chocolates, anymore. 

 

??: But he knew. 

 

BA: He used to give liquor, too. 

 

??: Huh. 

 

TM: So now, Dan Laws.  You took care of his dogs? 

 

BA: Well, he had dogs that he used at night to chase animals up in a tree. 

 

??: Raccoons. 

 

BA: Hmm? 

 

??: Raccoons.  He used them for – they were coon dogs.  He used them cuz they were 

coon dogs.  He used them for raccoon hunting. 

 

BA: Yeah.  Raccoon. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

BA: And then he sometimes cooked the raccoons for meat. 

 



??: You know, that’s an amazing thing, cuz they had dozens of foster children living 

with them. 

 

BA: Then…. 

 

TM: But there’s none of the family around any longer as near as I can tell. 

 

??: I don’t know. 

 

BA: Then some of the restaurant owners in Anoka were losing business to Dan Laws 

and they says, “We’re gonna go and get him.” And Derrick Cutter heard ‘em, and 

he says, “If you hurt Dan Laws, I know where I’m gonna go to get….down.”  So 

he was really for Dan Laws. 

 

??: Did you realize that Gary – Gary, my husband – Gary’s dad had a farm out there.  

Gary grew up out there on the farm – sold Dan Laws, very cheaply, that land 

where he built his bar-b-que, and where he lived. 

 

BA: Oh, did he? 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

??: Geeze, he had a lot of land, didn’t he? 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

??: Wow! 

 

TM: From what I understand, a big part of his business – obviously, he had the 

restaurant, but then he would also – I think, I heard, and I don’t know if it’s 

correct, but he would also go down to Minneapolis and sell. 

 

??: Hmm. 

 

TM: I don’t know if it was to restaurants, or if it was across the back of a truck, or 

something like that, but… 

 

??: Hmm.  That’s interesting. 

 

??: I should ask Gary about that. 

 

??: I remember when – who was it?  Not Kiwanis; it was some organization in 

Ramsey that wanted to honor Dan Laws, and he refused to come, and then they 

tried to do it another time.  I was there when he finally came, and he – I mean, I 

think, basically, people went out and got him.  He was just too embarrassed or too 

humble, or something.  And he came in his white cook’s apron. 



 

TM: Yeah.  I think he got a – it was Kiwanis and …Lions – the Ramsey Lions. 

 

??: Lions, maybe. 

 

TM: Yeah.  That’s – I’ve always wanted to learn more about Dan Laws. 

 

??: Okay.  The story that I remember – my husband had rheumatic fever when he was 

five, and they lived right across Highway 47 towards the Rum River from Laws’.  

And every day at lunch, Minnie Laws would bring a basket.  It was a picnic 

basket for Gary for lunch, because he was supposed to stay in bed for a year.  He 

was five years old. 

 

??: Oh, can you imagine? 

 

??: So she would, every day, bring him lunch. 

 

TM: Wow! 

 

??: That was amazing. 

 

TM: Good people. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

??: Good, good people.  And they had – I don’t know how many.  They had 30 foster 

children, or something; just dozens of foster children. 

 

??: I can’t imagine doing that.  What else do you want – what else do you want us to 

know? 

 

??: I remember …two things I remember about farm calls.  I mean, we just – we 

always wanted to go.  We always wanted to go with you.  But I remember you 

had those white surgical towels, and you let us hang ‘em out the window.  We’d 

just hang ‘em out the window and they’d blow along, and I just remember one 

time we lost ‘em and you said, “Damn it!” or something, and then you turned 

around and picked ‘em up, and everything was fine. 

 

 (Laughter) 

 

 But we played a lot.  We played with the dogs on the farm. 

 

BA: Say, if you had two magnets, you could hardly pull ‘em apart.  They attract each 

other.  You don’t have two, huh? 

 

??: I have… 



 

??: Where did you get that? 

 

??: Well, I was saving them for Paul.  Paul and I used to play with those magnets 

when we were kids, and there were three small ones like that. 

 

??: Mmm. 

 

??: I can give you another one. 

 

??: … 

 

??: Yeah, weird.  I’d check on things….the yearbooks. 

 

??: No, I never knew it was there till I moved here. 

 

TM: We’re all attracted to something. 

 

??: The top shelf …had all the gems, and my brothers live in Florida, and he wasn’t 

here when we went through things, and I just remember we used to play with 

those, and I knew he would like to have some memories. 

 

??: Oh, he would. 

 

??: And I told him I’m saving the magnets for you, and he knows it.  But when I 

talked to him about bringing one of the magnets here, he said, “You can give him 

two of them.” 

 

??: Oh. 

 

??: But I thought he would like to have... 

 

??: Mmm.  That’s beautiful. 

 

BA: Oh, I was gonna tell you what happened recently.  I had scissors in one hand, and 

I had water bottle in the other hand, and a voice, said, “Don’t do two things at 

once.” 

 

??: Do-do-do-do! 

 

BA: I don’t know whose voice it was, but somebody said, “That’s your guardian 

angel.”  And I put the scissors down, and I turned, and I fell right on the floor. 

 

??: They said, “Don’t do two things at once.” 

 

BA: On my side…. 



 

??: You have to be careful not to turn so fast. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: Was this when you – was this at the house, or was this when you were on the 

farm? 

 

??: About two days ago. 

 

TM: Oh.  Okay. 

 

??: This week. 

 

BA: So, it was recently. 

 

??: Yeah.  Daddy, can I change the subject for…. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: The other thing I’m gonna say in my childhood memories about farm calls is that 

you always played classical music, and often we would come home, and pull in 

the garage, and if we were in the middle of listening to a classical piece, we would 

just stay in the car until it was over with. 

 

BA: Hmm. 

 

??: I mean, that’s a powerful memory, how important classical music was to you. 

 

TM:  Would he – just, would he play it, though, at the …? 

 

??: The radio. 

 

TM: Okay. 

 

??: On the car radio, driving to or from. 

 

??: Mmmhmm. 

 

??: Or out driving – fishing on Milles Lacs Lake. 

 

??: All through the country, there. 

 

??: Went to Mille Lacs a lot with him. 

 

??: Just always had classical music on. 



 

??: And lotsa times at night.  I mean, he always went to bed listening to MPR, and 

often at night, I played the flute, and he would say, “Come on down and listen to 

this flute concerto.”  I’d just sit on the side of your bed and listen to music with 

you. 

 

BA: Oh, most of the time, we’d have a party, I had the girls pick out my clothes. 

 

??: He was a PTA president. 

 

??: That was nice of you. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: We felt pretty important.  We had to pick his ties and suits.  There’s another thing 

I remember about that.  I remember we were picking out your clothes – Julie and 

I, and she said – I might have said this – we were fighting.  I said, “I hate you!” 

and you said, “You don’t hate her.  You just dislike her very much.”  And then 

that was over, you know.  I thought, “Oh, I wish I could be that restrained as a 

parent.” 

 

(Chuckle) 

 

BA: Yeah, and in the fall, he heard me swear, and so one day, he came up to me and 

he says, …. 

 

??: I remember. 

 

BA: You remember. 

 

??: Yup. 

 

BA: What was it? 

 

??: Son of a bisquit? 

 

BA: What I was gonna say… 

 

??: Son of a bis – basket. 

 

BA: Son of a basket. 

 

(Laughter) 

 

 He thought I was gonna give a reaction.  I just laughed in his face. 

 



(Laughter) 

 

 Son of a basket. 

 

??: He was… 

 

??: Can I change the topic a little bit, here?  You and I talked about this about a 

month ago, because I wanted to remember – this is something you can have if you 

like it. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: When we lived down on the river…(loud jingle) – it’s a school bell, and Mrs. – 

let’s see – Mrs. Norton… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Gave it to us.  It was from Mrs. Klinch, who was the teacher.  We’re thinking it 

had to be from L.O. Jacobs School over a hundred and fifty years ago. 

 

??: That’s where they lived – by there. 

 

??: We lived down – yeah.  At the end of Round Lake Boulevard, where it turns into 

Mississippi Drive.  Dr. Thomas, the dentist, lived right at that corner, and you said 

that Mrs. Norton – we called her “Nonny,” was his housekeeper, and she lived 

there with him.  We lived across the street in – well now, we lived on the same 

side.  We lived in his ice house, I guess. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

??: And Nonny would babysit, but she gave Mrs. Klinch, and I don’t know who she 

is, was the teacher that gave her the school bell. 

 

??: Oh! 

 

??: And all I can figure is the only school I know of down that way is L.O. Jacobs. 

 

??: I wonder when she gave her the bell. 

 

??: When mom gave it to me, probably 20 years ago, and when she said it’s a 150 

years old… 

 

??: Wow! 

 



??: At that point.  So I don’t know how old it is, but it’s Anoka County, and it’s a 

school bell from one of the schools. 

 

??: Okay.  Well, we used this every day. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

??: Because I would play – I don’t know about you, what you were doin’, but I would 

play several blocks away, and every – we always had supper together, and mom 

would ring the bell.  And that’s dinnertime. 

 

??: And that’s ….when to come home, how you knew to come home for supper. 

 

??: Wow! 

 

??: So we used that a lot, but it….good idea. 

 

TM: Did you recognize it – could you differentiate it among different bells, or were 

…? 

 

??: There was only one bell in our neighborhood, I think. 

 

??: Yeah.  I think she’s the only one who did that. 

 

??: Good idea. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

BA: There’s no date on there or anything, is there? 

 

??: No, and I wish I knew a little bit more, but you helped me fill in some of the 

blanks… 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: …cuz I knew it belonged to Mrs. Klinch… 

 

??: Oh! 

 

??: …and I knew Nonny gave it to our family. 

 

??: Nonny. 

 

??: She maybe ….Park Street…. 

 

??: Park Street, too. 



 

TM: You don’t see names.  Do you see any marks in there? 

 

??: No, it looks like there was some knob or something that…. 

 

TM: Yeah, probably a decorative piece… 

 

??: …in there. 

 

??: That’s pretty sturdy for…. 

 

TM: Yeah. 

 

??: It’s been used a lot. 

 

??: For years. 

 

??: You know, I don’t remember if I told this before, or not, but when I had two Girl 

Scout troops, and I guess when – now I think one of them was working on a 

history badge, or something, and I have a video tape of my mom and dad, each 

talking separately about when – what Anoka County was like when they came to 

Anoka County, how they got here, what they did, and I can look for that and you 

can have it. 

 

TM: ….. 

 

??: Yeah.  I haven’t – I have a lot of old videos I need to look at, but when I find it, 

I’ll give it to you. 

 

TM: So when do you think – when did you mother pass away? 

 

??: Seven years ago. 

 

TM: Was it a short time before that, or…? 

 

??: It was – well, it was probably 10 years ago, maybe. 

 

TM: Okay. 

 

BA: And then, that picture is yours, too. 

 

??: Do you have a place to put it, or do you want it? 

 

TM: I know that it’s – you know, you guys…. 

 

??: We worked it out.  The kids are happy to have you have it if you want it. 



 

TM: Okay.  I mean, it might not hang right if it was in my storage space for it. 

 

BA: I mean, it would be an eye catcher. 

 

TM: It’s beautiful.  Beautiful piece. 

 

??: I love it.  I love it.  

 

??: It’s something different, and…. 

 

??: The grey ghost. 

 

TM: Well, thank you.  That’s very generous. 

 

??: And I have another question.  While I was going through Daddy’s things, and I 

still have a lot to go through, are there certain things you do or don’t want? 

 

TM: Um… 

 

??: Like, I mean, are you interested in his high school yearbook, for example. 

 

TM: Yeah, the high school yearbook. 

 

??: It’s not local. 

 

TM: Yeah.  And it’s certainly got him in there, but I don’t – it doesn’t really, 

necessarily tell us a lot. 

 

??: Uh-huh. 

 

TM: I would say – I would probably say, “No.”  And I think somebody in the family  

might have… 

 

??: Mmmhmm. 

 

TM: You know, it would have more value to, or you know, if there’s – wherever – if 

there’s a …. 

 

??: Mmmhmm. 

 

TM: I would say you …given it to them. 

 

??: That’s a good idea.  But for your own interest within Anoka County… 

 



TM: Yeah.  And, well, we also try and go for something that can kind of tell multiple 

stories.  I mean… 

 

??: Mmmhmm. 

 

TM: Not necessarily just that it was owned by somebody that lived in Anoka County… 

 

??: Mmmhmm. 

 

TM: But I mean, you know, like the veterinarian stuff.  I mean, that is a personal 

connection.  He was a person, but it also sort of tells the story of… 

 

??: I know.  Yeah.  Right. 

 

TM: …agriculture, and veterinarian and all of that.  And then the athletic stuff.  I mean 

that sort of is also heightened by the same thing, but – so those are the type of 

things that we look for. 

 

??: Mmmhmm.  Mmmhmm. 

 

??: I found one piece that’s …. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

TM: And did she…?  They might not remember correctly, but did she also work with 

the State Hospital? 

 

??: Yeah, she worked for the State Hospital for, I don’t know, maybe 25 years. 

 

TM: I mean if there’s anything …from that… 

 

??: Thirty years. 

 

TM: You know, that… 

 

??: We do have some things. 

 

BA: She gave me half her annuity. 

 

??: Her retirement.  You would have been the beneficiary of it when she died.  Yeah.  

From the State. 

 

??: Yeah, but she…. 

 

BA: Did you know about my train accident? 

 



TM: No. 

 

BA: You didn’t? 

 

??: What? 

 

TM: Train accident. 

 

??: I can’t remember what we talked about last time. 

 

TM: I don’t remember talking about a train accident. 

 

??: Oh, okay. 

 

BA: Yeah, well, I went to grade school, and the train tracks went from the depot right 

close by to my house. 

 

??: You were twelve. 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: You were twelve, you said.  Twelve years old. 

 

BA: Yeah.  And so I hopped on, and then when it started to pick up speed, I panicked 

and I jumped and I went underneath.  And this arm was here; I couldn’t move it, 

and the – pretty soon it came to a side track, which was a sharp – when they slide 

the side track onto a main line.  

 

??: Yeah. 

 

TM: Okay. 

 

BA: I caught my caught on it and I took a few sommersaults.  I was out ….on the other 

end, and I got up, and of course, there was no feeling here because they cut the – 

the bone was cut and the muscle was cut and nerves were cut.  And my….would 

look at me and cry at her home.  Finally, somebody found my dad, and he got me 

on one of those – 

 

??: Dump cars, they call it, or something. 

 

BA: Yeah, the cars that – so that the train – repair, yeah.  And then he got me in the 

house, and everybody was crying.  I said, “What are you cryin’ for?  I’m the one 

that’s hurt.” 

 

??: Did you say that, you naughty little kid? (Laughter) 

 



BA: Yeah.  And then they called the ambulance, and then the ambulance got caught in 

a snowdrift for two hours. 

 

??: Usual. 

 

BA: And finally got to the hospital, and there was three surgeons there.  One was an 

Army surgeon, and the other two were for amputations.  The Army surgeon says, 

“I’ll try to save his arm.”  And he did. 

 

??: And then you were a pole vaulter! 

 

BA: And they tried to get the bone to go like that, but then it slipped, but he said he 

left it that way because it’s a little bit shorter, but it’s just as strong.  And three 

years later, I was pole vaulting. 

 

TM: So your left arm is about an inch shorter than your right arm? 

 

BA: Well, I never noticed it. 

 

TM: Mmmhmm. 

 

BA: Not very much, anyway. 

 

??: And the skin was grafted from your leg, right? 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: Skin was grafted from your leg. 

 

BA: Yeah.  Oh, yeah.  Then the wound was open, so then they had to graft the skin 

from my leg and put it up here, and he did a good job.  And I was gonna 

congratulate him, but then the nurse said that he’s not able to see anybody, so I 

never did get a chance to thank him. 

 

??: Hmm.  So that was your third time you could have died. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

TM: Yeah, really.  You’re like a cat! 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

BA: Well, I still can’t get over the fact that somebody said, “Don’t do two things at 

once!” 

 

??: Some………….you never know. 



 

BA: Yeah.  I’m interested in ESP, too, and I was studying that for awhile, but then I 

kinda folded up. 

 

??: You gave up.  You were trying to see an aura, and you never could, so you gave 

up huh? 

 

BA: Yeah.  I was….to see aura.  Aura is something around a person. 

 

TM: You’re right. 

 

BA: And when I touch you, I get about 30 feet, and then there’s an electric charge is 

there, but the thing is about aura, it’s color in the person.  If I thought you were 

lying, I would see the color. 

 

??: Don’t point a people.  It bothers me. 

 

BA: It was good for business.  I only saw aura once. 

 

??: You did? 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: When? 

 

BA: Well… 

 

??: Was it me in my….? 

 

BA: I was in a class, and one of the instructors had ESP, and she says, “I’ll put my 

face right next a white wall, and then I’ll get mad,” and she turned blue, and made 

red.” 

 

??: Is that what you thought? 

 

BA: Huh? 

 

??: Maybe you saw a little red light behind her. 

 

BA: Yeah. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

TM: I think they’re having some fun with you now. 

 

??: Yeah. 



 

??: Yeah, really. 

 

BA: So I’ve got a lot of interests. 

 

??: Yeah.  So anything – any other things that you can….? 

 

TM: I think we’ve got a lot of it covered. 

 

??: I’ve only got five minutes left. 

 

TM: Okay. Well, we might as well just wrap it up then. 

 

??: Yeah. 

 

TM: Bill, thank you very much.  This has been a lot of fun for me.  I hope you had 

some fun, and I think that’s it.  Thanks. 

 

??: I have – are you interested in these?  And if you’re not, just say no.  Just say no. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


