
Minnie R. Hill was born in 1869 in 

Burns Township (present-day 

Nowthen), Anoka County. Her father 

was a Civil War veteran, and Minnie 

was one of many siblings in a large 

family. She went to school in Anoka, later 

attended the Business College, and trained 

as a teacher during the summer. She went on to 

teach at a variety of rural and urban schools. On August 13, 

1896, she married Alvah F. Beatty and they moved to Anoka. 

Minnie was a charter member of the League of Women 

Voters. With women allowed to vote, other civic opportunities 

opened: Minnie became one of the first female jurors in 

Minnesota in 1922, and in that same year she served as the 

first female Election Judge Chairman in her Anoka voting 

ward. She was also active in other community organizations, 

including the Maccabees of the World (organizer), the Home 

Club (president, Anoka), the Minnesota Federation of 

Women’s Clubs (secretary, Anoka County) and the Junior Club 

department Federation of Music Clubs (state chairman), 

Daughters of Union Veterans, and the Martha Chapter of the 

Eastern Star (member and officer). Other notable 

achievements of Minnie’s include organizing 22 Red Cross 

Units in Anoka County, and being the organizer and first 

secretary of the county child welfare board. 

Minnie worked with children throughout her life, later 

becoming a substitute teacher in various Anoka schools, as 

well as writing and telling children’s stories. She passed away 

in 1933, and is buried in Forest Hill Cemetery in Anoka. 
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Sandra L. Youngdahl was born in 

Chicago in 1942, and spent much of 

her childhood on farms in Iowa and 

Blooming Prairie, Minnesota. She 

received her B.A. in History and M.A. in 

Library Science from the University of 

Minnesota, and spent her career as a librarian 

in Wisconsin and Minnesota libraries, including the Anoka 

County Library. She married Dennis M. Shanley in Ramsey 

County on February 11, 1967. 

 

Sandra was a League of Women Voters member for more 

than 30 years. In 1987, she brought attention to the 

difficulties that permanently ill or disabled people faced in 

getting to polling places in order to vote. Following in the lead 

of other states, Sandra urged Minnesota lawmakers to pass 

legislation creating a list of permanently disabled persons 

who would automatically receive an absentee ballot 

application before each election. After three years of work on 

the part of Sandra and others, the legislation passed in the 

spring of 1990. This made voting more accessible for those 

with permanent mobility problems; Sandra herself suffered 

from Multiple Sclerosis. In addition to the League of Women 

Voters, Sandra also volunteered with Meals on Wheels, Family 

Table, and the Zion Lutheran Blood Drive. 

 

She passed away in 2017 at the age of 75. 
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Zilla J. Sherritt was born in 1929 in 

North Dakota. Growing up both there 

and in Canada, she later attended 

Macalester College in St. Paul. She 

graduated in 1950, after just three 

years in school. Through a roommate, 

Zilla met Marshall S. Way of Anoka, 

whom she married in 1951. They settled 

in Anoka, and had four children. 

 

Zilla joined the League of Women Voters around 1956, on the 

suggestion of a friend. Much of her early participation involved 

the LWV “observer” project, which had members attend local 

government meetings to observe and take accurate notes. She 

served as the LWV President from 1961-1963. This experience 

helped Zilla become familiar with the City of Anoka’s 

government. By the mid-1960s, it had become clear that the 

city needed a new charter, which the League encouraged. Zilla 

was appointed to the commission that wrote an updated 

charter. In 1967, she became the first woman elected to the 

Anoka City Commission (later the Anoka City Council). She 

served on the Council until 1971. While she did not run for 

political office again, she later served on the Anoka Housing 

and Redevelopment Authority, the Metropolitan Council 

Criminal Justice Committee, and worked on the Anoka City 

Charter Commission again starting in 1997, serving as 

president from 2002-2015. 

 

Zilla has been a member of the LWV for 62 years and is also a 

published poet. 
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Susan E. Stedman was born in 1937 

in Iowa. She married Leo J. Anderson 

on September 7, 1957, and they had 

four children. The family moved to 

Blaine in 1964. Susan received her B.A. in 

Social Sciences from the College of St. 

Thomas in 1978, and then her J.D. degree from the William 

Mitchell College of Law in 1984.  

 

Susan was active in local politics. She joined the League of 

Women Voters in Blaine about 1970. In 1967, she began 

many years of service on the Blaine Charter Commission and 

she served on the Anoka-Hennepin District 11 School Board. 

Susan initiated the “Election District” petition, which 

successfully passed in 1974, ensuring that each municipality 

covered by District 11 was able to send a representative to 

the school board. In 1980, she received recognition as 

“Woman of the Year” by the North Metro Business and 

Professional Women organization, and she served on the 

Board of Directors of the Blaine Community Theater. Susan 

also served on the Metropolitan Council, the Minnesota Board 

of Teaching, and with several other civic and community 

organizations. 

 

Susan and her husband moved to Ramsey in 1990, where 

she served four years on the Ramsey City Council. Susan was 

the League of Women Voters-ABC president from 2014-2015. 
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