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Moving to Coon Rapids
By June Anderson
The 1950s saw a population explosion in the
village that would officially become the City of
Coon Rapids by the end of the decade. What caused
so many people to pull up stakes in the civilized
world and move out to the boonies? Old time
residents writing their stories for the Coon Rapids
History project, “Fifty Stories for the Fifties” share
their reasons.
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In 1960, when Jackie Dingley’s husband was
hired as a 6th grade teacher in the Anoka-Hennepin
School District, they began to look for housing.
While driving around Coon Rapids they came
across the model homes in the “new” Thompson
Heights development where Orin Thompson was
building three-and-four bedroom ramblers. With
prices so reasonable, they purchased a threebedroom home.
In December of 1960, two months before they
were married, Warren Woods and his wife bought
their first home, a two-bedroom rambler with an
attached garage on Partridge Street for the princely
amount of $12,350. Monthly payments of $71.00 to
the bank covered the principal, interest, tax escrow,
and insurance expenses the first year.
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Sharon Clark Marsolais’s family moved into
their new home in Coon Rapids in 1952. She
remembers that when her father told her mother
about the house he had purchased, she asked,
“Where is Coon Rapids?” His answer was that it
was between Fridley and Anoka. Her mother’s
response was, “I have lived in Northeast
Minneapolis most of my life, and there is nothing
between Fridley and Anoka.” And, by many
standards, she was not all that far wrong.
When Marie and Chuck Austin pulled up stakes
and moved from Des Moines to Coon Rapids in
1960, it was similar to the pioneers heading west
100 years before. Coon Rapids had about 6,600
residents at that time living in several developed
pockets across the community from Ghostly’s
Poultry Farm to Dingman’s Horse Ranch up to
Thompson Park and in Thompson Heights with lots
of sand dunes and empty spots in between.
In 1955 Janet Rupprecht and her husband,
Everett, were living in low-income housing in North
Minneapolis. Their friends had just bought a new
home in the Thompson Park, 1st Edition Housing
Development for $10,250 and they encouraged the
Rupprechts to look at the houses in Coon Rapids so
the Rupprechts could buy one and be their
neighbors.

The Orrin Thompson
Construction Company
The Orrin Thompson Construction Company
announced a plan to build 600 tract homes in Coon
Rapids in November of 1954. “Tract” housing in the
1950s and 1960s referred to the idea of a single builder
laying out the streets and building many homes
throughout that tract of land.
To keep prices
affordable, prospective buyers were given a limited
choice of floor plans, usually only two or three
different plans. There were a few options that could
be added; but, for the most part, the houses looked
very much alike. Since the developments were done
on a large scale, the streets, lots sizes, boulevard trees
and landscaping were also quite uniform. The first
Orrin Thompson homes in Coon Rapids were built in
the plat called “North Dale” but was later renamed
Thompson Park.
The Orrin Thompson Company was recognized as
one of the nation’s outstanding builders in 1958. The
firm sold more than 1,100 homes in the first eight
months of 1958, an all-time record for this part of the
country at that time.
The “Orrin Thompson era” in Coon Rapids lasted
over 15 years and saw the completion of more than
4,000 homes in the community.

Moving to Coon Rapids continues on page 6
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From the Director…
By Todd Mahon

Anoka County’s History is
Community History

On December 1, the Anoka County
Historical Society is opening our
newest exhibit Tell Me a Story. It’s the
perfect partner for another event
happening that same evening, the
presentation of ornaments to ACHS’s
holiday tree from East Bethel and Coon
Rapids. Both cities are celebrating the
fiftieth anniversary of their
incorporation. It’s a wonderful
occasion to consider the importance of
community history in Anoka County.
It’s fair to say that the stories and
families in the legal boundaries of each
city have little connection to the dates
that they satisfied Minnesota statutes
and incorporated. I don’t deny the
extra services and legal powers that a
city has doesn't attract larger
populations and enable development
and all of the other things associated
with growing communities. But
referring to Coon Rapids and East
Bethel history is really just short hand
for the stories of the individuals that
contributed to and built those areas,
regardless of where the boundary lines
were drawn and when it happened. I
am as guilty of this short hand as
anyone else is. How many times have
I, for brevity’s sake, referred to Anoka
County as being made up of 21 cities
and townships? It’s an easy—and
often necessary—thing to do. But let’s
never forget that the county is made up
of people. And those people form
groups, organizations, and those things
we generalize as “community.”
So as these cities celebrate their
50th anniversaries, let’s take the
opportunity to remember and tell the
stories that make up what we casually
refer to as Coon Rapids and East
Bethel. Read June Anderson’s front
page article, Moving To Coon Rapids
to get those reminiscing and sharing
juices started—and then share those
stories in the Tell Me a Story exhibit!
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From the President…
By Paul Pierce, III

ACHS is now at work on a new
exhibit. You probably remember the
yellow flyrs in the previous
newsletters and this exhibit will take
that request to share your story for
our archives to a higher level.
It is called, Tell Me A Story and it
will open on December 1st at 7pm,
featuring stories of people from
Anoka County and displaying the
artifacts we have in our collection
that are associated with those stories.
We will share some of our best
stories and artifacts from the
society’s 75 years of existence. Like
our A-Z exhibit, we have so many
great things that we will swap items
on a regular basis, so you have to
keep visiting the museum to keep up
with its changes.
One unique feature of this new
exhibit will be a “soundproof” booth
with a set up you can use to share
your story and the equipment will
record it for our archives. Bring in
someone to interview—like Mom, or
Grandpa, or your first boss, the
neighbor, your babysitter. Ask them
what is the most important
experience or event they have
witnessed and tell us all about it.
Our historical society was formed
because a small group of people
recognized the tragedy of so many
stories being lost as the old pioneers
of our county passed away and their
stories were gone forever.
That problem didn’t go away
when the last pioneer or last veteran
of the Civil War passed away. We
have all witnessed or lived through
important events that need to be
recorded and saved by the Anoka
County Historical Society. Fill out
that yellow flyer and stop into our
new exhibit to give us your story to
share with posterity.

The Story of an Artifact by Vickie Wendel
With as many great stories as we have with our artifacts at ACHS, we don’t usually repeat a story in the newsletter; but
this time, we want to make an exception as this story now has a very happy ending. It started with the collection project we
have been working on all year. We have been trying to find provenance for the artifacts in our collections and sort out those
things that were never meant to be in the collection in the first place. In the March/April issue, we described finding a hand
-quilted petticoat with no provenance and, by following some leads, we were able to make a connection to an Anoka
County family, even though we did not know much about the actual wearer of the petticoat. Because of the project and as a
result of that article, we now have the rest of the story!
One of our new ACHS members, Diane Resvick, saw the
article about the petticoat and contacted us for more
information. Research indicates the petticoat belonged to her
great-great-great-grandmother! Diane was able to provide a
good deal more information about the woman who put her
name in the petticoat. The name in the petticoat, which we
thought was Maria or Marion, is Maria. She was born Maria
Ann Van O’Linda in Cohoes, Albany County, New York, on
April 5, 1812. On the 4th of July in 1829, Maria married
George Geddes. George, too, was from New York, born there
in 1811. George and Maria remained in New York until 1843,
when the family moved to Will County, Illinois, an area north
of Chicago.
George, Maria, and the children lived in Homer, Will
County, Illinois, during the 1850 census. George farmed and
Maria, called Mary on the census, kept house.
By the 1860 census, George and—now the census called her Mary Ann—lived in the town of Frankfort, Will County,
Illinois. Exactly when they moved is unknown; but by 1870, they lived in Lockport and the children were all gone from
home. Only a person listed as a servant lived with them. George must
have scaled back on his farming as the 1870 census lists his occupation
as a gardener rather than a farmer. Mary's name on this census was
Mary, not Mary Ann. By then, their son, John, was living in Lockport,
and they may have moved into town to be near him as both Maria and
George were getting on in years. John ran a meat market in Lockport.
Maria died in 1877, George in 1892, and both are buried in Lockport.
George and Maria’s third son, George, Jr., somehow ended up with
his mother’s petticoat. George, Jr., moved to Anoka in 1869 and ran a
grocery store. He may have brought the petticoat with him or received
it later, perhaps after his mother died. That part of the story is still
unknown. George, Jr., became known as George, Sr., after he moved to
Anoka, married, and named his own son, George. A second son was
named Thomas Timothy. He was known as T.T. in Anoka; he ran the
Colburn-Hilliard men’s clothing store. Anoka’s George, Sr., died in
1889 and rests in Anoka’s Forest Hill Cemetery. It was probably either
T.T. or George, Jr., who gave their grandmother’s quilted petticoat to
the ACHS. It was a very early acquisition, and “everyone knew” whose
petticoat it was, so the story was not written down. That information,
unfortunately, did not carry through. In 2009, ACHS had a petticoat
with only a hint of its real story still attached.
Thanks to Diane, we now have a lot of the story behind this precious
artifact. Just recently, she came in to see the petticoat that belonged to
her great-great-great-grandmother just recently and made a generous
donation to cover the costs of boxing and preserving the petticoat. She
took photos of it for her family history, and we took some photos of her
with the petticoat, too, to add Diane’s chapter to this wonderful tale
Diane Resvick with her great-great-great-grandmother’s
that is indeed, a “happily-ever-after” story!
hand-quilted petticoat. Staff at ACHS is always happy to
bring out a family artifact for the next generations to see.
(Please call to make an appointment.)
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New Exhibit Opening on December 1!

Tell Me A Story
This very fun exhibit is about the stories we all have and how important it is to
preserve those stories. Artifacts in this exhibit were chosen with an eye to the story they
tell about the person who used it. Artifacts include a drum first played during the
Revolutionary War, a kayak that took its rider down the Mississippi and past the
Statute of Liberty in New York, the quilted petticoat owned by Maria Geddes, the
Coopers Corner desk, and more great stories of Anoka County’s people.
The focal point of the exhibit is a “story booth” where visitors can tell their
stories into a recorder, either alone or in an interview style with a family member or
friend to preserve a little of who we are in 2009. This is the place to ask Grandpa
about his experiences working at Medtronic or Mom about the way she felt as the first
woman on a project team. Get the story about your neighbor, who ran for city council, to
see what they wanted to accomplish; leave behind a special story about life in Anoka
County for generations not even born yet. We all have stories, and this is your
opportunity to get those incredible stories out of Grandma, Sister, Best Friend, and preserve
their story for future generations! It’s an incredible legacy—yours for the leaving!

December 1
7:00 pm!

New County Library Resource
at ACHS Dedication!

Anoka County Historical Society

The Anoka County Library and The Anoka
County Historical Society collaborated to create a
permanent reference collection with an emphasis on
local history, genealogy, and other subjects of
regional interest. This collection, created to better
serve the needs of the community, will be housed in
the heart of Anoka at the Anoka County History
Center.
The Anoka County Library and the Anoka
County History Center and Library extend an open
invitation to the dedication of this collection on
Tuesday, December 1st at 7:00 pm. Be among the
first to explore this new collection!

What a milestone to know ACHS has been working to keep
this county's history for 75 years! We’ve seen so many changes
in Anoka County—transitioning from an agricultural to today
when there are only a handful of farms left. We changed how
we keep history—from a display cabinet at the courthouse to a
modern History Center with award winning exhibits!
Celebrate and remember some of the milestones along the
way as we look back and reflect on how we have kept our
county history and what the future holds in the next 75 years!
Everyone on hand for this special commemorative event will
receive a booklet with highlights from 1934 to today, looking
back at where ACHS has been and to the future of where our
history will take us next!

Keeping History for 75 years!

TWO Holiday Ornaments in 2009!
Two of our county communities are celebrating the 50th anniversary of their
incorporation in 2009—Coon Rapids and East Bethel! City officials and
community members from both will present 2009 ornaments for the Anoka
County Holiday Tree on Tuesday evening, December 1, 2009, at 7:00 p.m., at
the Anoka County History Center.
This holiday season is the fourteenth annual "Anoka County Holiday Tree"
celebration at the Anoka County Historical Society. Just as each state is invited
to provide the National Christmas Tree in Washington, each community in
Anoka County is invited in turn to provide an ornament for the County Tree.
Each ornament reflects a unique aspect of its community along with the year of
presentation. Many ornaments on the tree are uniquely handcrafted and one-ofa-kind, each telling a story from the community it represents.
These ornaments are not shown to anyone until the ornament is presented on
December 1st, so come get in on the surprise!
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The ornament presented by the City of Nowthen in
2008. It was created by Nowthen resident, Joel
Greenberg, and features elegantly embossed wood
images of old and new from Nowthen.

Up To Date
Announcements and News
♦Just a reminder that the November 12 and December 10
ACHS Board of Directors meetings will be at 6:00 p.m. All
are held at the History Center. Board meetings are open to the
public and everyone is welcome.
♦ACHS was honored to be invited to the Wisconsin Historical
Society's History Conference to present a workshop on our
Vietnam: The Veterans Experience exhibit on October 9-10.
Their goal is to have local Wisconsin history organizations
work with Vietnam veterans to capture these stories and share
them with the public in meaningful ways. Our exhibit was
held up as an example of superior history and community
involvement!

And the winner is…!
Maria King made a Double Irish Chain quilt for the
Harvest Time Barn Dance raffle this year. The Irish Chain,
or in this case the Double Irish Chain, is a very traditional
pattern common in the United States at the start of the 19th
century. Resurgence in popularity came in the 1980s, when
author, Eleanor Burns, streamlined the cutting and sewing
process for her series entitled, “Quilt in a Day.” Maria says
it took more than a day!
Maria used scraps given to her three years ago by her
friend, Judy Frank, an avid sewer of clothes, pajamas, and
costumes for her grandchildren. The scraps did not include
enough of any one fabric, but by grouping similar shades and
textures, Maria was able to give the illusion of a uniform
color. The fancy border, called a “Seminole” border,
required very precise placement so the points meet at the
corners of the quilt.
Here’s the irony—when the name was drawn from the
raffle box, who do you suppose won? Judy Frank! I guess
“what goes around, comes around!”
Congratulations, Judy!

Volunteer News
By Maria King, Volunteer Coordinator

By the time you read this, the Ghost Tours will be
over; and once again, our fantastic volunteers have come
through!
ACHS led over 40 tours just in October, and our
incredible volunteer tour guides made it all possible!
Veteran Gary Greb alone has done 18 tours; and June
Anderson, who was new last year, has come through
with 11 tours to her credit. Darlene Bearl, Jeri Bates,
Faith Kammerdeiner, Lynne Rickert, Ellen Ward, and
Ann Steen have all helped out too! Because tours
average 25 people each, it is clear that the Ghosts of
Anoka tours are an effective outreach. A heartfelt thank
you goes out to each tour guide!
Volunteers, you can catch your breath on Ghost Tours
until next spring—but we’ll be calling on you this winter
for other projects, too, as history never stands still around
here!

Northstar Rail Inaugural Ride!
The long-anticipated Northstar
Commuter rail service is set to
begin! ACHS was asked to provide
history for the special station
celebration at the inaugural ride
event, set for November 14.
That day, each station will have
a special train for its stop to take
people on a ride to the Minneapolis
station and back. Since tickets are limited, it was decided to hold a random drawing for these coveted tickets. More than
5,000 people entered the drawing for a ride on that first day! All ticket winners were notified by mail by October 26th. If
you did not get tickets, don’t despair! Attend the inaugural event at your local station on November 14, when each
suburban station will have a limited number of additional tickets for distribution on a first-come, first-served basis. The
Northstar's grand opening has been anticipated for a very long time and you are invited to be there to celebrate!
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Continued from Page 1
Arlene Cook and her husband bought a little “starter”
home on 108th Avenue in the Village of Coon Rapids in
1956. She writes; “All our friends thought we were crazy to
move ‘way out in the boonies.’ Little did I think at the time
that more than half a century later I would still be living in
the same house.”

Arlene Cook’s “starter” house, 1956.

These new neighborhoods were unique in that they were made
up of young people, all about the same age, all buying their first
home. Since few women worked outside the home at that time,
lifelong friendships were formed. Many of the people who purchased homes in Coon Rapids during that era are now retiring in
them.

Arlene Cook’s “starter” house 2009.

Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Coon Rapids at the

CIVIL WAR CHRISTMAS
IN COON RAPIDS
For one day, Coon Rapids is going back in time to what Christmas was like during the Civil War. Visit a Civil War
camp inside the Coon Rapids Center to share the day with soldiers and their families getting ready for Christmas
in 1864. Share the day with them!

Join Soldiers and Ladies to:
Experience a Civil War Camp
Visit with Soldiers of the Civil War
Attend a Special Presentation on the History of Christmas – 1:00
Participate in Cannon Drills
Learn Lincoln’s Connection to Anoka County
Make Christmas Arts and Crafts
Visit with Santa - 2:30
Sing Period Christmas Carols
Lincoln’s 200th Birthday
1709- 2009

Saturday, December 5
11:00 am to 5:00 pm
COON RAPIDS CITY CENTER
11155 Robinson Drive
Admission:
Adults—$2.00
Children 6-17 years—$1.00

Presented by the Coon Rapids Historical and Arts Commissions with assistance from the
Anoka County Historical Society. For more information, please call (763) 421-0600.
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Contributions & New Members — Thank you
Carol Dordan
The Front Porch
Welcome New Members!
Furniture & Things
Gerdin Auto & Tire
Debbie Clark - Andover
Grand Casino
Michael J. MacIntyre-Andover
Great Lakes Aquarium
Serhy & Marcia Matushenko - Anoka
Green Haven
Linda & Ralph Potter-Ramsey
Greenberg Implement
Joann Sivertson - Anoka
Guthrie Theater
Ron Sorensen - Ham Lake
Hair Designer's of Blaine
Roxanne Tersteeg - Ramsey
Hakanson Anderson Associates, Inc.
Heights Theatre
DONATIONS
Jam Hops Gymnastics, Dance & Cheer
Robert W. Akin II
James Peterson Company
Sandra Karasch
Joe's Barber Shop
Keys Café
Lyle and Elsie Elverud
Tom and Patti Kurak
MATCHING GIFTS
Lake County Historical Society
Ameriprise Financial/Dan Frank
Maria King
Todd Mahon and Nicole Theis-Mahon
BARN DANCE SPONSORSHIP
Gen Meyer
Bank of Elk River
Mickman Brothers
Barna, Guzy & Steffen, Ltd.
Midwest Comic Book Association
MinnCo Credit Union
Lee Carlson’s Main Motors
Minnesota Orchestra
Superior Heating, Air Conditioning
Minnesota Opera
& Electric, Inc
Minnesota Twins Community Relations
Minnesota Twins Fastbreak Foundation
ARTIFACT DONORS
Moon Rock Bar & Grill
Robert Blewett
Muller Family Theatres - East Bethel 10
Diane Buganski
Northgate Liquors
Maria King
O'Reilly Auto Parts
William S. Lundberg
Paul's Barber Shop
Robert Lynn
Al Pearson
Alice Packer
Plymouth Playhouse
Bert Runquist
Ponds Golf Course
Eileen Rathbun
SPECIAL GIFTS
River City Saloon
In Honor of William and Virginia Ridge on Rum River Inn
their 60th wedding anniversary.
St. Francis American Legion
Given by Roger and Dorothy Carlson St. Francis Barbershop
St. Francis Bottle Shop
BARN DANCE CONTRIBUTIONS
St. Francis Foods
Advanced Automotive Care
Sammy Perrella's Pizza and Restaurant
All About Dogs & Cats
Sarna's Classic Grill in Columbia Heights
All About Yarn
Joyce Schmidt
Anderson Lanes
Serum's in Anoka
The Artique
The Service Garage of Blaine
Lyle Anderson
Lois Spadgenske
Andover Cinema
Wes Spadgenske
Anoka County
Stages Theatre Company in Hopkins
Anoka County Historical Society
Natalie Haas Steffen
Anoka County Sheriff's Office
Target
Anoka County Parks and Recreation
Tasty Pizza
Anoka Ind. Grain & Feed
Theatre in the Round
Banfill-Locke Center for the Arts
Lael Theis
Dennis Berg
Sandy Thorsen
Better Values Liquor Store
TopLine Credit Union
Billy's Bar & Grill, Anoka
True Value Hardware in St. Francis
Billy's Neighborhood Bar & Grill,
Truffles & Tortes
St. Francis
Twin Cities Comics
Bridge Street Coffee Box
Catherine Vesley
Shirley Christenson
Village Bank
Jane Comee
Wells Fargo
County Market
Amanda Wendel
Cub Foods
Vickie Wendel
Devon’s Gardens
Shirley Ziegler
(All lists are current to Oct. 28, 2009.)
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Barn Dance Wrap-up
The Anoka County Historical Society
would like to offer a big thank you to
everyone who made the 2009 Harvest Time
Barn Dance a success! The event raised over
$10,000 for the Historical Society’s general
operations.
The ACHS Special Events Committee
worked extra hard this year to find sponsors,
great auction items, and make the commercial
building at the fairgrounds look great. A
special thanks for decorating goes out to Sam
Hermanstorfer, Ray Steinke, Jan Anderson,
Paul Pierce, and Cathy Glynn. Al Pearson of
Ramsey kindly loaned well over 100 straw
bales; Darren Jenson, of Anoka’s Devon’s
Gardens, created a charming display; and
Anoka County Commissioner, Dennis Berg,
of Nowthen, brought dozens of gourds and
corn shocks.
The evening began with a great harvest
meal from Those Pork Chops. Dinner
included music from Buggy Whipp. After
dinner, Buggy Whipp brought the crowd into
the next room with a few songs before a
special presentation. ACHS Program
Manager Vickie Wendel was recognized by
Executive Director Todd Mahon and
Commissioner Berg for her 20 years of service
to the Historical Society. A short video about
Vickie and her work was shown after the
presentation.
From there we rolled into the live auction.
Auctioneer Steve Brastead coaxed high bids
and pried open tight wallets as we auctioned
off ten live auction items, including dinners,
travel packages, a preview trip on the
Northstar Commuter Rail, and tickets to the
final Minnesota Twins game at the
Metrodome. After the live auction was over
the evening was turned over to Buggy Whipp
and twelve tables of silent auction items.
This is likely the final year for the Harvest
Time Barn Dance. The Special Events
Committee is planning on a new fall event
next year! We hope you’ll join us next fall.
Please join us in thanking our sponsors for
this year’s event. Without their support the
Barn Dance could not happen. Main Motors
was our presenting sponsor for the second
year in a row. Barna, Guzy & Steffen; Village
Bank; BOB 106; the Bank of Elk River; and
North Country Ford, Lincoln, Mercury joined
us again, and Minnco Credit Union and
Superior Heating, Air Conditioning, and
Electric were first-time sponsors this year.
Hats off to salute a fantastic event we can
all be proud of!

Coming Events
November 25, 12:00 noon to 1:00

Celebrating PIE!

(Anoka County History Center and Library.) Bring your favorite holiday pie for all to sample as we share stories and history about
this holiday favorite! Since it’s the day before Thanksgiving, pie is the perfect choice of topic to discuss. Many people will be baking
pies for the big meal the next day, so bake one early, take a break and join us for some fun history about pies during this informal
discussion. The format is a roundtable discussion where everyone is welcome to share their own stories about PIES they’ve made or
eaten. It’s okay to eat dessert before your lunch—after all, time never stands still and you’d hate to miss out on dessert! We’ll provide
the coffee, but no one is allowed to count carbs at this special lunch time history event.

December 1, 7:00 p.m.

County Holiday Ornament Presentation
Tell Me a Story Exhibit Opens
ACHS Celebrates 75 Years
New County Library Collection Dedication

(Anoka County History Center and Library.) Wow, what a night it’s going to be! Two communities present their ornament for the
County Tree, we celebrate 75 years of keeping history at ACHS, a new exhibit opens, AND the Anoka County Library will be
dedicating a special new collection housed at the History Center! It all starts at 7:00! The new exhibit involves you, so come prepared
to tell your story! See page 4 for more details.

December 5

Civil War Christmas Celebration in Coon Rapids

(Coon Rapids City Center, 11155 Robinson Drive.) What was this celebration like in Anoka County in the 1860s? Did they put up a
Christmas tree in their homes? Did they send gifts to the soldiers serving in the Civil War? Come to this special event and learn more
about one of America's favorite holidays. Admission is $1 for student 6-17 and $2 for adults. See page 6 for more info.

American Girl Christmas Tea Party

November 19 and 21

(Anoka County History Center and Library.) Come to the History Center for a tea party to discuss the American Girl story and to
learn more about daily life in Anoka County during that time period. Celebrate the season with Julie, the American Girl of the 1970s.
Activities highlight experiences that would be familiar to girls during these turbulent times in Anoka County. Girls, their dolls, and the
grown-ups share a tea party to wrap up the event. Reservations required. Thursday evening, November 19th, and several sessions on
Saturday, November 21st. Ask for times when making reservations. Tickets for girls are $7, adult tickets are $10. Dolls attend free!
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